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CONTRIBUTION OF THE ESCR-NET WORKING GROUP ON WOMEN AND ESCR 
TO THE REPORT “PROGRESS OF THE WORLD'S WOMEN”

The International Network for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR-Net) unites over 270 NGOs, social movement and advocates across 70 countries, working to build a global movement to make human rights and social justice a reality for all; ESCR-Net members develop shared analysis, solidarity and collective advocacy foremost through thematic working groups
The ESCR-Net Women and ESCR Working Group has over 30 members in different regions and has been collaborating over the past few years with various UN bodies and agencies.
The ESCR-Net Women and ESCR Working Group has collectively developed this submission, which compiles information provided by its members on how women's rights advocates contributed to the development of CEDAW, some of the CEDAW Committee's subsequent recommendations, and the impact of CEDAW and the Committee at the national level in terms of women’s rights advocacy and/or policy change.
Below, you will find examples from following groups: 
· Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation, BULGARIA

· FIDA Kenya, KENYA

· WLSA, ZAMBIA

· National Union of Domestic Employees, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

· Members from COLOMBIA

· Center for Reproductive Rights

· Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

BULGARIA

Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation 

Focal point for the Working Group: Genoveva Tisheva
Managing Director of the BGRF and Director of the Women’s Human Rights Training Institute 

 

Highlights of the achievements of the Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation in the area of reporting and litigation on women’s rights before the UN treaty bodies, and namely before CEDAW

In the period 2010- 2012, the BGRF participated actively in the alternative reporting on women’s rights before the UN mechanisms and treaty bodies. In 2010 the BGRF prepared a general alternative report and an alternative report on VAW together with the Advocates for HR from Minnesota, in the occasion of the Universal Periodic Review of Bulgaria. The main recommendations issued to the Bulgarian government as a result of this process were on VAW, on the need for a gender equality law and on the protection of vulnerable groups of women and they were endorsed by the Bulgarian government. In 2011 the BGRF presented before the HRC an alternative report bringing these issues, plus we brought the gender stereotyping issue again this time under the ICCPR. The recommendations of the HRC were of invaluable support to our work in these fields of gender equality, more specifically.

In preparation for the 52d session of the CEDAW Committee, in 2011 the BGRF participated in the preparation of the List of issues to the government and in July, 2012, the NGO presented an extensive alternative report on gender stereotyping in advertisement and media, on VAW and sexual harassment and how the issues are treated by the courts in Bulgaria. The report ” Gender Stereotyping - a pervasive and overlooked source of       Discrimination against Women in Bulgaria” of the BGRF was backed by the research and monitoring of the Alliance for Protection against DV and influenced to a great extent the Recommendations of the CEDAW Committee. At the session itself, the BGRF representatives, in addition to the issues mentioned in the alternative report,  articulated the  need for a new gender equality law in Bulgaria and of the need to strengthen the institutional mechanism for gender equality in Bulgaria. These issues, and the issue for strengthening the protection against VAW, were well taken on board by the Committee as priority issues for follow- up with the government. 

The BGRF presented an alternative report on selected issues of concern also to the 49th session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which took place in the period 12- 22 November, 2012 in Geneva. The concerns about the need for a gender equality law, about the need to tackle gender stereotyping which affects also the labour market, about the GPG, about maternal mortality in Bulgaria were raised by the BGRF. The result of this submission is that in the Concluding observations of the Committee these arguments were taken into account and the government was recommended to take appropriate measures.

As a result of the pressure of NGOs, and also by the BGRF, on the government, the latter started a unique step for its practice so far- at the end of January 2013 a working group was formed at the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy and in the end of July 2013, in the middle of the political crisis, managed to prepare and pass through the Council of Ministers, a Plan for the implementation of the CEDAW Committee recommendations from July 2012. It contains a package of legislative and policy measures and will make the basis for important changes in the field of gender equality. The BGRF made part of the working group was eager to have the plan approved in order to campaign for its implementation.

We consider success as well the fact that in December 2013 the Council of Ministers approved also a Coordination mechanism for the implementation of the recommendations of the mechanisms and the Treaty bodies on Human Rights of the UN, a mechanism which will be within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Conscious of the importance of education of legal professionals for the effective protection of women’s rights, and through international cooperation with the Network of East- West Women and the Centre for Reproductive Rights,  the Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation initiated and hosted for the last already ten years the Women’s Human Rights Training Institute. This unique educational programme, held in Bulgaria  since 2004 , is aimed at teaching lawyers predominantly from Eastern Europe, including the CIS, on  women’s issues, like violence against women in all its forms, employment discrimination, reproductive rights, and on practical skills how to best use  human rights law and mechanisms for protection of women and girls.  CEDAW and the Optional Protocol to CEDAW make a major focus of the training. 

The results are more than encouraging- over 80 lawyers from 20 countries were trained in one of the most intensive courses on women’s rights, about 20 cases at international level or with reference to international law were initiated by the fellows.

Currently, the WHRTI is broadening its effect and scope, through inviting observers from Asia and Africa, and through supporting a sister initiative in Russia, called International School for Protection of Women’s Rights. 

 As a result also of the Institute , we have a good deal of Bulgarian  strategic cases on women’s rights decided before the ECtHR, and under the OP CEDAW,  procedures were initiated under EU law. Currently, we are in negotiations with the State for the compensation and reparation of women and girls victims in the three Bulgarian cases decided under the CEDAW OP- V.K. v. Bulgaria, Jallow v. Bulgaria and V.P. P. v. Bulgaria. We note that also fellows from other countries brought cases before the CEDAW Committee, like from Russia, Ukraine and Spain.

Maybe as a recognition for the contribution of the BGRF for the national legislation and for the compliance with the international standards, in the end of 2013, the Bulgarian government nominated Ms Genoveva Tisheva for member of the CEDAW Committee for the elections held in June 2014. Despite the very successful campaign and the score of 112 votes, the results were close but not sufficient for her to become a member. It is a unique experience as Bulgaria has not had members of the Treaty bodies for over 30 years now. The Coordination mechanism on Human Rights, established, as mentioned above, within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, approved Ms Tisheva as a candidate from Bulgaria and she will continue to stand for the next elections of the CEDAW Committee members in 2016.

KENYA

FIDA Kenya

Focal point for the Working Group: Christine Ochieng

Director and Focal point for the Working Group
ochiengc@fidakenya.org
 
How the preparation of national reports for CEDAW (or of shadow reports) and/or CEDAW committee's comments have had an impact at the national level in terms of women's rights advocacy and/or policy change (and preferably more recent ones).

FIDA Kenya prepares and submits shadow reports to the CEDAW committee in response to the State report. FIDA Kenya submitted a shadow report during the 48th session when Kenya was coming up for review. There were key recommendations made in the shadow report that have had considerable impact in policy change and continue to be used as an advocacy tool. 
The Government of Kenya acknowledged that discrimination against women is rampant and incorporated a definition of discrimination against women in the new Constitution which is compliant with provisions under CEDAW this is in the Bill of Rights under article 10(2). Indeed, the State Party report acknowledges that discrimination against women has been manifested in various forms, including gender–based violence, but notes its efforts to comply with its CEDAW obligations through the adoption of the new Constitution. FIDA Kenya through its shadow report called on the state to implement legislation and policies that would eradicate discrimination against women. Among the laws and policies that have been enacted include the Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Act, Matrimonial Property Act and Marriage Act. The Protection against domestic violence bill is currently being debated in parliament and we continue to call upon the state to ensure that legislative measures are taken to prevent discrimination against women. 
As recommended by the CEDAW Committee, the State passed the Sessional Paper No.2 of 2006 on Gender Equality and Development. This policy is an indication of the State’s commitment in addressing the various inequalities that exist between men and women in Kenya. Under the policy, the State has established several programmes such as the Youth Enterprise Fund, Women Enterprise Fund, Gender Responsive Budgeting and the Social Protection Fund which are the mechanisms aimed at steering the State’s efforts to bring about equality and eliminate discrimination. In 2013 Uwezo fund was launched by the President as a government of Kenya project initiated to empower women in Kenya and empower youths in Kenya. Uwezo Fund is a means of availing capital for women business enterprise growth in Kenya. While the Women Enterprise Fund benefitted a few select women, the impact of these programmes are however yet to be felt by a majority of the women in Kenya. 
FIDA Kenya in its shadow report also called on the State to outline measures it will undertake to give effect to the provisions in the Constitution, on reserved seats for women in the Senate and other quotas for women in other elective positions. While the Constitution provided for a not more that 2/3 of the same gender rule for all appointed and elective positions, the same has not come to be as the Supreme Court ruled that the provision was progressive. The courts gave a deadline of August 2015 and the Government has begun wide consultations to ensure the effective implementation of the provision. 

The Sexual offences Act 2006 which was a major step towards domestication of CEDAW on fight of violence against women, had a huge draw back in Section 38, which created a new offence: on any person who makes false charges under the Act will be subjected to a penalty to a penalty equivalent to the sentence that attaches to the offence complained of. Complainants under this section are likely to be women, and face the risk of being victimized for initiating prosecutions against their abusers. FIDA Kenya shadow report called for the amendment of the Act to remove the provision. The provision was later repealed in June, 2012 following intense advocacy from civil society groups.

ZAMBIA

WLSA

Focal point for the Working Group: Matrine Chiulu 
wlsazam@zamnet.zm
Women’s rights activists/advocates contributed towards the formulation of CEDAW by making recommendations to governments and by being experts to government and urging governments to sign, ratify and implement the CEDAW. The women’s rights advocates also make sure that governments came up with policies like the national gender polices, education policies and institutions to aid the implementation of CEDAW like Gender Ministries. Making governments accountable through national action plans and creating more partnerships with Civil Society.


The preparation of national reports for CEDAW or of shadow reports have had an impact on national level in terms of women’s rights advocacy and policy change because the reports outline the legislative and policy changes that have been achieved by governments whole outlining the gaps that still remain to be achieved the women’s rights advocates pressure governments to achieve the gaps that are remaining. The advocates also report on the Judicial measures that are undertaken. 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

National Union of Domestic Employees

Focal point for the Working Group: Ida Le Blanc

General Secretary

domestic@tstt.net.tt

Video consisting in a interview with they explain how they have fostered the CEDAW, as one of the international instruments, to defend the rights of the domestic workers.
DOMESTIC WORKERS<http://www.tv6tnt.com/sevenpm-news/DOMESTIC-WORKERS-263932401.html>
COLOMBIA (Spanish)
Focal point for the Working Group: María Eugenia Ramírez and  Patricia Ramírez

mariae@ilsa.org.co and patricia_ramirez@hotmail.com
Entre 2007 y 2013, importantes eventos han marcado la realidad del país: las dificultades en las investigaciones de los delitos cometidos por los paramilitares desmovilizados, la aprobación y puesta en marcha de la Ley de Víctimas y Restitución de Tierras, el inicio de conversaciones con la guerrilla de las FARC y, finalmente, la aprobación y entrada en vigor de varios tratados de libre comercio, para citar algunos. Cada uno de estos eventos ha tenido un impacto significativo sobre la vida de las mujeres en Colombia.

Esta introducción busca llamar la atención del Comité sobre tres aspectos característicos de la realidad colombiana que inciden en la vida de las mujeres, a los cuales hará referencia este informe: primero, que Colombia es un país con muchísimas leyes, pero algunas de ellas son implementadas de forma deficiente. Segundo, que algunas de las políticas públicas en Colombia son el resultado de acciones judiciales interpuestas por organizaciones de la sociedad civil y resueltas por posiciones garantistas de las altas Cortes... Tercero, que hay contradicciones profundas entre los poderes públicos, lo cual hace que, en algunos casos, cada uno de ellos tenga una posición distinta respecto de asuntos cruciales para la vida de las mujeres.

a.  Sobre la legislación: Colombia continúa siendo un país de leyes. Entre 2007 y 2013 se aprobaron, entre otras, la Ley de Víctimas y Restitución de Tierras (2011), la reforma constitucional sobre Fuero Penal Militar (2012-2013), la reforma a la Ley de “Justicia y Paz” (2012) y la Ley de Sensibilización, Prevención y Sanción de Formas de Violencia y Discriminación contra las Mujeres, (2008), para citar algunas. La abundancia de normas para abordar cada uno de los problemas que enfrentan las mujeres en Colombia, no tiene el impacto que debería. Si bien hay que reconocer los esfuerzos del Estado por poner en marcha instituciones y mecanismos para implementar estas leyes, esos esfuerzos resultan insuficientes. La falta de voluntad política, de presupuesto y de coordinación interinstitucional, sumada en muchos casos a la persistencia del conflicto armado, hacen que la realidad no refleje lo que la norma establece.

b. Sobre las políticas públicas y la sociedad civil: Fue gracias a la acción de la sociedad civil ante la Corte Constitucional que este tribunal expidió una importante Sentencia sobre personas desplazadas (T-025) y un Auto sobre mujeres desplazadas en par ticular (Auto 092). Este Auto reconoció el impacto del desplazamiento en las mujeres y ordenó al Estado la puesta en marcha de diferentes programas para atender sus necesidades. Entre otros asuntos, el Auto se refirió a la violencia sexual en el marco del conflicto armado y ha dado lugar a importantes avances, aunque insuficientes, en la materia.

 

La posibilidad de acceder legalmente en tres circunstancias la interrupción voluntaria del embarazo es también el resultado de la acción de la sociedad civil frente a la Corte Constitucional. La política pública que se ha puesto en marcha en este asunto es el corolario de esa iniciativa ciudadana, no de la voluntad gubernamental ni parlamentaria.

c. Sobre las contradicciones profundas entre los poderes: La interrupción voluntaria del embarazo uno de los ejemplos de esas contradicciones. La decisión de la Corte Constitucional de proteger a la mujer en tres casos especiales, permitiéndole abortar, ha sido rechazada abier ta y públicamente por el Procurador General de la Nación, representante del Ministerio Público (no hace par te de los tres poderes pues es órgano de control). Su permanente oposición a la decisión de la Corte Constitucional continúa poniendo en peligro la vida de las mujeres que requieren acceder a una IVE.

Lo sucedido con el matrimonio entre personas del mismo sexo pone igualmente en evidencia estas contradicciones: el poder legislativo, se ha negado a legislar sobre el asunto, el poder judicial, exige que se legisle, y la Procuraduría, se opone a la decisión de la Corte Constitucional de permitir estos matrimonios y anuncia investigaciones contra funcionarios/as que formalicen estas uniones.
En este contexto, las mujeres en Colombia continúan enfrentándose a distintas formas de discriminación, violencia y pobreza, sin que aún se cuente con cifras oficiales unificadas y confiables sobre su situación. En las ciudades y en el campo, los derechos de mujeres de distintas clases sociales, etnias, edades y capacidades son vulnerados. El conflicto armado agudiza esta situación y genera preocupación la falta de representantes de mujeres en la mesa de negociación que desde finales del año 2012 se adelanta entre el Gobierno y las FARC

Entire document available at: http://ilsa.org.co:81/node/738

Center for Reproductive Rights

Focal point for the Working Group: Rebecca Brown
Director of Global Advocacy 

rbrown@reprorights.org
This brief submission to the Progress of the World’s Women report on economic, social, and cultural rights reflects how the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women’s (“CEDAW Committee”) individual complaints procedure has been used to advance the right to health for women. First, the submission summarizes the facts in each of two cases that address the right to health—Alyne da Silva Pimentel v. Brazil and L.C. v. Peru—which were brought by the Center for Reproductive Rights to the CEDAW Committee. Second, the submission summarizes the findings of the CEDAW Committee and its recommendations to Peru and Brazil in these cases, highlighting how these decisions advance women’s economic and social rights. Finally, the submission highlights the status of implementation of these decisions and the CEDAW Committee’s role in moving forward that implementation.

Alyne da Silva Pimentel Teixeira v. Brazil

In November of 2002, Alyne da Silva Pimentel Teixeira, an Afro-Brazilian woman who was 6 months pregnant, went to a private health clinic with severe nausea and stomach pains.
 Despite showing signs of a high-risk pregnancy, she was sent away without medical treatment.
 Two days later she returned in even worse condition,
 and doctors failed to find a fetal heartbeat.
 Delivery of the stillborn fetus was induced,
 but surgery to remove the placenta and afterbirth was not performed until fourteen hours later, after which Alyne’s condition deteriorated severely.
 She waited for eight hours in critical condition for an ambulance to take her to a public hospital, after which she was left unattended in a hallway for twenty-one hours at the hospital before dying,
 five days after her initial visit to the clinic.
 

In 2007, Alyne’s mother represented by the Center for Reproductive Rights filed a complaint with the CEDAW Committee.
 The 2011 decision, for the first time the CEDAW Committee declared that states, under their core obligations concerning the right to health and the right to life, have an immediate and enforceable human rights obligation to address and reduce maternal mortality and are accountable for the provision of quality maternal health care to all women, free from discrimination, regardless of their race, income or geographical location. The CEDAW Committee recommended that Brazil provide reparations to Alyne’s mother and daughter, and take specific measures to reduce maternal mortality and ensure the protection of quality maternal health care in Brazil for all women.

Following the decisions, the CEDAW Committee continued to monitor Brazil’s implementation of these recommendations. During Brazil’s general review by the CEDAW Committee in 2011, the Committee issued concluding observations specific to the Alyne decision, providing further reinforcement for its judgment earlier that year. Additionally, every six months, the CEDAW Committee requested reports from Brazil on the status of implementation.
 

To date, there has been some progress in implementing the decision. In 2013, the Brazilian government provided symbolic reparations to Alyne’s family by naming a maternity ward in Nova Iguaçu Hospital in Alyne’s honor, and in 2014 the government installed a plaque telling Alyne’s story in the ward.
 Pressure from civil society groups in Brazil to comply with the CEDAW Committee’s recommendations for reparations led to a ceremony in April 2014 in which the Brazilian government gave monetary reparations to Maria Lourdes da Silva Pimentel, Alyne’s mother.
 

However, the CEDAW Committee’s more general recommendations about improving the quality of maternal health services in the country have not yet been fully addressed. Based on this pressure and the mobilization of civil society groups operating in Brazil surrounding this case, the Brazilian government set up an interministerial working group for the implementation of CEDAW’s general recommendations from the Alyne decision, with the goal of developing a work plan and indicators of compliance, though the group’s term expired in October 2013 without having set indicators or a work plan.
 Additionally, reparations for Alyne´s daughter are still pending.
 Despite these gaps in implementation, the CEDAW Committee is currently considering formally closing the case, though it will continue to monitor Brazil’s overall progress in implementing the CEDAW Convention, including under the right to health.
L.C. v. Peru 

Beginning in 2006, thirteen-year old L.C. was repeatedly raped by an older man.
 When she became pregnant from the abuse in 2007, she attempted to commit suicide by jumping off the roof of a building.
 She was taken to a public hospital, where the doctors determined that she needed emergency surgery to prevent permanent damage to her spine.
 However, when the doctors learned L.C. was pregnant, they refused to perform the procedure.
 When she requested a legal abortion on the basis of a risk to her life, the doctors and hospital refused.
 The surgery necessary to save her spine was not performed until after L.C. miscarried, three and a half months later.
 Because of the long delay, the surgery was too late to prevent permanent damage, and L.C. is paralyzed from the neck down.

In 2009, L.C. represented by the Center for Reproductive Rights filed a case against Peru with the CEDAW Committee.
 Its 2011 decision found that Peru had violated L.C,’s right to health under Article 12 of the CEDAW Convention, alongside her rights to non-discrimination and to be free from gender stereotyping, a decision that advanced the understanding of the right to health and reproductive rights as essential to ensuring substantive gender equality for women. The CEDAW Committee recommended that Peru provide individual reparations for L.C. 
 It also recommended that Peru amend its law to allow abortion in cases of rape; ensure the availability of those abortion services by establishing clear national guidelines on abortion for health providers and women; and guarantee access to abortion services when a woman’s life or health is in danger—circumstances under which abortion was already legal in the country. 
 

In 2014, after three years of delays in implementation, the Peruvian government adopted national guidelines for providing safe abortion services so as to give clarity to physicians and patients on legal abortion in the country.
 The government adopted these guidelines directly prior to the CEDAW Committee’s general review of Peru at its 58th session, illustrating Peru’s desire to show progress in implementing the 2011 decision. In its concluding observations to Peru following this session, the CEDAW Committee provided detailed analysis of the national guidelines and recommendations for further implementation. These included the need for Peru to expand the grounds for legal abortion to include rape, incest, and fatal fetal abnormality; ensure the availability of safe abortion and post-abortion care; remove punitive measures for undergoing abortion; and disseminating information about the new national guidelines on therapeutic abortion and “ensure a broad interpretation of the right to physical, mental and social health in the implementation of the guidelines.”

Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Focal point for the Working Group: Mayra Gomez

Co-Executive Director 
Mayra@globalinitiative-escr.org

How women's rights advocates contributed to the formulation of CEDAW and some of the CEDAW Committee's subsequent recommendations, for example General Recommendation 25 or General Recommendation 19 on violence against women; in other words, some lively evidence of bottom-up feedback from the local/national to the creation of global norms.
We have been working very closely with the CEDAW Committee on its General Recommendation on the Rights of Rural Women, which it is currently in the process of developing. In February 2013, the Global Initiative convened a Thematic Briefing for the CEDAW Committee on ‘Rural Women and Land and Property Rights,’ held in Geneva, Switzerland. In total, 17 Committee members attended, including the Chair of the CEDAW Committee (Ms. Nicole Ameline, France) and the Chair of the Working Group charged with drafting the General Recommendation on the Rights of Rural Women (Ms. Naéla Gabr, Egypt). With the help of our partner the International Land Coalition (ILC), 19 written submissions were received from organizations around the world working on rural women’s land rights which also informed the briefing. Collaborating organizations included International Women’s Rights Action Watch - Asia & Pacific (IWRAW-AP), Federation of Women Lawyers – Kenya (FIDA-Kenya), Association for Land Reform and Development (ALRD), Bangladesh, the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, International Land Coalition and FIAN International.
More recently, in October 2013, the CEDAW Committee held a Day of Discussion on rural women which aimed to further inform the draft General Recommendation on the Rights of Rural Women. Civil society representatives of rural women from all around the world briefed the Committee on the situation of the human rights of rural women. A common theme that arose was the importance and transformative nature of secure access to land and other productive resources, for the lives of rural women and their families. The Global Initiative was invited to give a keynote presentation on this issue, and we were also able to recommend a grassroots partner (GROOTS- Kenya) to provide another keynote. Working with our partners, the Global Initiative also led a joint oral statement on behalf of 7 organizations (in addition to ourselves, cosponsoring organizations included ActionAid, Huairou Commission, International Accountability Project, International Center for Research on Women (ICRW), International Land Coalition (ILC) Secretariat, and Landesa. The Global Initiative also prepared and submitted its own written submission. These interventions will help to inform the Committee’s deliberations as it articulates and adopts this important new standard. 

How the preparation of national reports for CEDAW (or of shadow reports) and/or CEDAW committee's comments have had an impact at the national level in terms of women’s rights advocacy and/or policy change (and preferably more recent ones).

We have worked very closely with the CEDAW Committee’s country reporting process to advance women’s land and property rights within key countries. Last year, we submitted four such country shadow reports: on Angola, Cape Verde, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Benin. 

The results of these interventions have been very positive, with the Committee picking up on the issues that the Global Initiative has raised within the context of its reporting. For example, on Angola, the CEDAW Committee recommended that the State Party adopt the Land Reform Programme without delay and ‘[s]ensitize traditional leaders on the importance of eliminating discriminatory practices … and put an end to the application of customary law that discriminates against women with regard to land inheritance.’

On Cape Verde, the CEDAW Committee said that it was ‘particularly concerned that the absence of a land registration system prevents rural women from using ownership of land as a guarantee in order to gain access to financial credit.’ It asked the State Party to implement specific measures, to combat rural women’s poverty and ensure their access, inter alia, to fertile land. It also asked that the State take measures to tackle the root causes, including irregularities in the registration of land, preventing rural women from gaining access to land, property and credit.
On the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the CEDAW Committee expressed concern about discriminatory customary practices with regard to the inheritance of land and asked that the State party withdraw various discriminatory provisions of the 1987 Family Code. As with Angola, it also asked that the State party raise the awareness of traditional leaders on the importance of eliminating discriminatory practices s against women with regard to land inheritance.

On Benin, the Committee expressed concern ‘that the customary practice of excluding women from inheriting agricultural land remains dominant in rural areas and that women continue to face practical difficulties in gaining access to both land and credit. The Committee also notes that, although women are overrepresented in the agricultural workforce and women’s agricultural organizations make up 70 per cent of all small farmers’ organizations, they are not sufficiently included in the decision-making process and management of resources, such as land, water and forestry.’ 

The CEDAW Committee also made a significant three-part recommendation to the State in this regard, urging Benin to conduct awareness-raising activities targeting the general public in rural areas, including traditional leaders, to effectively implement the 2007 Land Code and to ensure that women have access to land and credit facilities on an equal basis with men; enhance the economic and political empowerment of women in rural areas, through the use of temporary special measures, in order to ensure that women participate in the decision-making process and management of resources, in particular land, water and forestry; and assess the status and progress in the implementation of the 2001 Policy for the Advancement of Rural Women and Women in Agriculture and, on that basis, develop gender-responsive land policies and programs, and ensure that women fully participate in their formulation, implementation and evaluation. 

While it can take time to influence policy and practice on the ground, these kinds of detailed recommendations help to strengthen advocacy at regional and national levels.

� Information in Spanish


� Alyne da Silva Pimentel Teixeira v. Brazil, CEDAW Commc’n No. 17/2008, para. 2.2 U.N. Doc CEDAW/C/49/D/17/2008 (2011), available at http://reproductiverights.org/sites/crr.civicactions.net/files/documents/Alyne%20v.%20Brazil%20Decision.pdf.


� Id.


� Id., at para. 2.3.


� Id., at para. 2.4.


� Id., at para. 2.5.


� Id., at para. 2.6.


� Id., at paras. 2.8-2.12, 3.6.


� Id., at para. 2.12.


� Id., at para. 1.


� Id., at para. 8.


� The Center for Reproductive Rights, In Pursuit of Justice (Nov. 23, 2013) http://reproductiverights.org/en/feature/in-pursuit-of-justice-in-brazil; The Center for Reproductive Rights, Brazil Takes Step to Implement Historic United Nations Ruling in Maternal Death Case (Mar. 11, 2014) http://reproductiverights.org/en/press-room/Brazil-Takes-Step-to-Implement-Historic-United-Nations-Ruling-in-Maternal-Death-Case%20.


� The Center for Reproductive Rights, Brazilian Government Gives Monetary Reparations as Part of Historic United Nations Maternal Death Case (Mar. 25, 2014) http://reproductiverights.org/en/press-room/brazilian-government-gives-monetary-reparations-as-part-of-historic-united-nations-matern.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� L.C. v. Peru, CEDAW Committee, Commc’n No. 22/2009, para. 2.1, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/50/D/22/2009 (2011).


� Id.


� Id., at para. 2.1-2.2.


� Id., at para. 2.4.


� Id., at para. 2.5-2.6.


� Id., at para. 2.9-2.10.


� Id., at para. 2.11.


� The Center for Reproductive Rights, L.C. v. Peru (UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women), (Jul. 8, 2009) http://reproductiverights.org/en/case/lc-v-peru-un-committee-on-the-elimination-of-discrimination-against-women.


� The Center for Reproductive Rights, Perú Takes Critical Step to Implement Historic United Nations Ruling (Jul. 3, 2014) http://reproductiverights.org/en/press-room/Peru-Takes-Critical-Step-To-Implement-Historic-United-Nations-Ruling.


� Id.


� Id.


� CEDAW Committee, Concluding Observations: Peru, paras. 35-36, U.N. Doc. CEDAW/C/PER/CO/7-8 (2014) (advance unedited version).





