Model letters to be sent to your government for 10 December 2010

Model A. If your government has signed the OP-ICESCR

Dear ---------,

[Insert name/name of NGOs sending this letter or ‘the undersigned NGOs’] express[es] appreciation to the government of [country] for signing the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (the Protocol). [On the occasion /In advance] of the second anniversary of the unanimous adoption of the Protocol by the General Assembly on 10 December 2010, we urge your government to take all necessary steps to ratify the Protocol without reservations and fully implement it without delay. 

We call on you to show leadership on this issue. By becoming a party to the Protocol, you will send an important signal to other States that it is time to ensure access to remedies to victims of all forms of human rights violations. It would demonstrate commitment to protecting human rights and eradicating poverty at home and internationally. 

We believe that human rights must be central to efforts to reduce poverty and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, as also recognized by all UN Member States at the MDG Summit in September 2010 (A/RES/64/299). By ratifying the protocol, the government would show that it is willing to be held accountable to people living in poverty 
We therefore urge your government to make a declaration recognizing the competence of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to undertake inquiry and interstate procedures under this Protocol.  

We also encourage your government to ask other States to sign and ratify the Protocol to ensure this treaty enters into force as soon at the earliest possible date. 
We hope to have the opportunity to continue working with your government in support of this mechanism. We would be pleased to provide further information and to meet to discuss this issue. 

We thank you for your attention to this important matter and look forward to hearing from you. 

[You can also end by announcing in advance if you will be telephoning].

Sincerely,

Model B. If your government has not signed the OP-ICESCR

Dear ---------,

[On the occasion /In advance] of the second anniversary of the unanimous adoption by the General Assembly of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on 10 December 2010, [Insert name/name of NGOs sending this letter or ‘the undersigned NGOs’] urge[s] you to sign and ratify or accede to this Protocol and fully implement it without delay. 

The Protocol creates a mechanism through which individuals and groups, whose human rights such as the rights to adequate housing, food, water, health, work, social security and education have been violated, and who have not been able to achieve justice in their own countries, can present a case before a UN body and seek justice.  . 

We believe that human rights must be central to efforts to reduce poverty and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, as also recognized by all UN Member States at the MDG Summit in September 2010 (A/RES/64/299). By ratifying the protocol, the government would show that it is willing to be held accountable to people living in poverty. 
We also urge you to make a declaration, when you become a party to the Protocol, recognizing the competence of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to undertake inquiry and interstate procedures under this Protocol.  

We call on you to show leadership on this issue. By becoming a party to the Protocol, your Government can demonstrate its commitment to protecting human rights and eradicating poverty at home and internationally. This will also send an important signal to other states that it is now time to ensure access to remedies to victims of all forms of human rights violations.

The Protocol is a much needed and concrete step to rectify the gaps in international protection for victims of violations of economic, social and cultural rights. We hope that you will act to strengthen the recognition and implementation of economic, social and cultural rights and access to justice for all victims. 

We hope to have the opportunity to continue working with your government in support of this mechanism. We would be pleased to provide further information and to meet to discuss this issue.

We thank you for your attention to this important matter. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely,

Model press release to mark the second anniversary of the Protocol’s adoption by the UN General Assembly on 10 December 2010 
NGOs call on [Government] to become a party to new UN mechanism to enforce economic, social and cultural rights
[Name of organisation/If several organizations are issuing the press release, instead provide the number of organizations] [has/have] signed an open letter (attached) to the [Head of Government] calling on [country] to become a party to a landmark international human rights agreement on the second anniversary of its adoption by the UN General Assembly. 
[Spokesperson said] “This agreement will help advance social and economic rights like housing, water, health and education – rights that the [name of population, e.g. Tanzanian] people have consistently demanded from the government.” 

Countries including [List 5 other countries that have signed the OP-ICESCR that would be of interest to your country] have signed a new protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which [Your Country] become a party to [Number of] years ago. The protocol will allow people to seek the assistance of United Nations if their rights under the covenant are violated. 
 [Spokesperson] said: “We believe that human rights must be central to efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals to reduce poverty. By ratifying the protocol, the government would show that it is willing to empower people living in poverty so that they can hold governments accountable for their rights. It would send a signal to other countries in [sub-region] and [continent] that we can no longer be complacent about marginalization and neglect of those living in poverty.”
Background Note:

[If several organisations issue the press release, add the following:] The [insert number] of organizations which have signed up to the letter are: [List in alphabetical order]

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights was ratified by [country] in [year] thereby making it legally binding on the country. It provides for rights such as the right to water, food, work, housing, education, health, and an adequate standard living.

The Protocol will give people the right, if they cannot secure justice in their country, to have a violation of these rights investigated by an independent, international panel of experts.

Ecuador, Mongolia and Spain have ratified the Protocol. The States that have signed the Protocol, thereby indicating their intention to ratify it, include: Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Chile, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, El Salvador, Finland, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Italy, Luxembourg, Kazakhstan, Madagascar, Mali, Montenegro, Netherlands, Paraguay, Portugal, Senegal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Spain, Timor-Leste, Togo, Ukraine and Uruguay. [This list of countries reflects the situation as of 12 October 2010. Please remember to update the list of countries that have signed, ratified and acceded to the Protocol]
The letter to the government is attached to this press release. [Please note that the letter should be sent to the government prior to the media release. Normally, to preserve the dialogue with the government, it would be advisable to ensure that it have reasonable notice of the letter]. 

