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Dear friends,  
 
Warm greetings from the ESCR-Net Secretariat. This Report of the International Strategy Meeting on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR) and ESCR-Net General Assembly and the Social Movements and 
Grassroots Groups Gathering endeavors to capture the main issues discussed, as well as the decisions that 
were adopted during our enriching meetings in Kenya from 29 November-5 December, 2008. You will also 
find the full notes of each component of the meeting on our website.  
 
After serious organizing setbacks due to Kenya’s post-election violence in early 2008, yet determined to 
stand strong with our local partners in such a difficult situation, the Meeting fortunately took place in Kenya 
as originally planned. The outcomes of the event exceeded our expectations. Over 250 participants from 53 
different countries belonging to human rights organizations, as well as grassroots, indigenous and social 
movement leaders, discussed the most important developments in the field of ESCR, explored the 
possibilities of collective work - in many cases concretizing joint action plans; and initiated or strengthened 
work alliances and set priorities for the Network’s new phase of development. This was all with the common 
vision that human rights provide an effective framework for resistance against poverty and inequality in 
favor of a peaceful, equitable and sustainable world. The meeting, in turn, exposed many of the existing 
difficulties in the field, but also in the process revealed a strong willingness and concrete suggestions to 
overcome them through joint work between social movements, grassroots organizations, NGOs and others. 
 
In the context of the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Meeting made 
visible the enormous amount of work ahead. In an evermore complex and interconnected world, where 
various players simultaneously and at various levels influence the possibility of the realization of human 
rights, the need for civil society organizations to join forces and act together in coordination is now more 
evident than ever. Climate change, the food crisis and the global financial crisis were mentioned as some of 
the unprecedented challenges to humanity. We hope that in this new phase, ESCR-Net can fulfill a decisive 
and useful role for its members, promoting and facilitating collective action, the development of skills and 
resources in the field, and the exchange of experiences and knowledge between organizations that are 
otherwise divided by language and geographical barriers. With this goal in mind, we will be working with all 
of our partners towards the implementation of the action plans developed during the different working 
sessions of the Meeting.  
 
Finally, we want to give special recognition to our Kenyan counterparts, especially the Kenyan ESCR 
Coalition and Hakijamii, for all the energy and effort put into the Meeting so that it would prove so fruitful. 
We hope that the Meeting has contributed to strengthening the defense of ESC rights in Kenya and in the 
African region. We lastly want to express our deepest gratitude to all the participants for their active 
participation and expressed commitment during each session, the central element which made our gathering 
so enriching and rewarding. 

  
Kind regards, 
 
 
  
 

 
Julieta Rossi, Director 
Red-DESC/ESCR-Net/Réseau-DESC 
www.red-desc.org / www.escr-net.org 

 

http://www.red-desc.org
http://www.escr-net.org
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I. INTRODUCTION  
ESCR-Net, in partnership with the Kenyan ESCR Coalition, held a four-day International 
Strategy Meeting on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR) in Nairobi, Kenya, from 1-
4 December, 2008. This landmark gathering brought together more than 250 participants 
from key human rights, social justice and grassroots groups from 53 countries around the 
world.1 Building on the collective achievements of ESCR-Net and its members since its 
Inaugural Conference in Thailand in 2003, as well as the strong trajectory of local Kenyan 
organizations, this meeting was a significant occasion to explore new and more systematic 
avenues for collective action for social and economic justice through human rights. 
Participants in ESCR-Net’s Working Groups and Initiatives benefited significantly from 
meeting together—in one location with interpretation and preparation—to network, 
strategize and advance their collective agendas.  

The gathering also represented a crucial step forward in strengthening ESCR-Net’s 
institutional capacity to influence decision-making processes regarding state and non-state 
accountability for the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights. At the 
meeting, members discussed ESCR-Net’s priorities for the coming years, defined criteria and 
procedures to launch urgent actions, and elected a new Board, among other institutional 
decisions. Moreover, this meeting presented a valuable opportunity to support and learn 
from ongoing mobilizing efforts of local organizations and communities affected by ESCR 
violations in Kenya and the African region.  

Special consideration in the planning of the meeting was given to the need to strengthen 
supportive relationships between social movements, grassroots and indigenous groups, and 
NGOs, academics, and other professional institutions. Emphasis was placed on developing 
stronger networks of resources and support with and for use by these groups, and on 
promoting their inclusion and centrality in ESCR-Net’s leadership. To achieve these goals, 
three full days of meetings were organized to surround the International Strategy Meeting 
and ESCR-Net General Assembly on 29-30 November, and 5 December. 30 social 
movements, indigenous and grassroots groups from around the world participated.  

Based on the previously mentioned goals, the meeting had the following components: 

- Plenary Sessions provided the space for all the participants in the Strategy Meeting to 
convene as a single group to learn about and discuss developments in the field of ESCR, 
and within the Network. 

- Working Sessions provided the space for substantive, working meetings of the various 
ESCR-Net Working Groups and Initiatives to convene and advance their ongoing projects 
and advocacy work. 

- General Assembly allowed members to discuss and decide a number of governance 
issues critical to strengthening the Network’s institutional capacity to be influential in the 
ESCR field as well as to elect a new ESCR-Net Board. 

- Community Visits were organized by local groups and interwoven into the gathering to 
provide an opportunity to learn about and to support the work that local organizations 
are undertaking in the field of ESCR. 

- Open Spaces allowed participants to organize informal gatherings to present their work 
or debate other issues of interest that had not been included in the formal sessions.   

                                                 
1 See list of participants at the end of this document. 
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II. KEYNOTE ADDRESSES DURING THE OPENING AND CLOSING CEREMONIES 
In the opening ceremony, Professor Yash Pal Ghai’s keynote address highlighted the 
increasing impact of globalization and the need to prioritize the implementation of 
economic, social and cultural rights and the Millennium Development Goals to realize the 
promise of the full realization of human rights embodied by the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (UDHR) on its 60th Anniversary.2 
 

    
 
In the closing ceremony, Ms. Olatokunbo Ige of the Office of the High Commissioner of 
Human Rights (OHCHR), and Human Rights Advisor to the UN Country team in Kenya, 
addressed participants. Ms. Ige began her remarks by commemorating the 60th anniversary 
of the UDHR, which she said presents us with an exceptional opportunity to celebrate six 
decades of human rights struggle, and to chart our course for the challenges ahead. She 
noted that the High Commissioner has repeatedly highlighted that the full realization of the 
spirit of the Declaration requires that we take up the entire set of rights it proclaimed as an 
indivisible and organic whole, inseparable and interdependent, and of equal importance. 
Economic, social and cultural rights cannot be fully enjoyed where civil and political rights 
are curtailed and civil and political rights cannot be fully exercised where economic, social 
and cultural rights are neglected. Ms Ige expressed the effort of the OHCHR to strengthen 
its work on ESCR as a key priority at all levels. 
  
She then highlighted two other international commemorations that have coincided with the 
meeting which bring critical elements to the work on economic, social and cultural rights: 
World AIDS Day and the International Day for Persons with Disabilities. She further 
highlighted the expected adoption of the OP-ICESCR at the General Assembly on December 
10, 2008 and commented that the lack of a communications mechanism under the 
International Covenant on ESCR has been for many years a manifestation of the asymmetry 
that has characterized the international human rights protection system. 
  
She closed her statement noting that poverty and inequality remain an enormous challenge 
for the majority of the population in the world. They are compounded and rendered more 
poignant by the most recent crises, whether climate change, the global food crisis or the 
financial crisis. But our concerted efforts are needed to ensure that human rights remain at 
the core of the global agenda. The respect, protection and fulfillment of economic, social 
and cultural rights, now more than ever, must inform the decision-making at all levels. 

                                                 
2 Full notes of Professor Ghai’s presentation will be made available soon at www.escr-net.org.  

http://www.escr-net.org
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Finally, she reiterated the support of the OHCHR and the United Nations as we strive 
towards achieving the full enjoyment of all human rights without discrimination anywhere.  
  

III. PLENARY SESSIONS  
Plenary 1: ESCR-Net: Work to Date and Future Direction 

 

 
 

The purpose of the opening plenary was to provide an overview of the development of the 
Network, highlighting the current areas of collective work, how these efforts have responded 
to the needs in the field of ESCR as well as what challenges remain unmet. The plenary was 
further meant to provide a critical assessment of the ESCR-Net’s work to date, with the goal 
of strategizing on its future direction. The presentations for this panel were delivered by 
representatives of each of the areas of work, and based upon the Strategy and Assessment 
and Papers especially prepared for the meeting.  
 
Adjudication of ESCR by Malcolm Langford, NCHR, Norway: Malcolm’s comments described 
how ESC rights adjudication is emerging in almost every jurisdiction around the world and 
correspondingly huge opportunities and challenges are arising. He also noted strategic entry 
points for the Network moving forward, including expanding the Caselaw Database, the 
creation of a strategic litigation fund and transnational litigation. 
 
Optional Protocol to the ICESCR by Bruce Porter, SRAC, Canada: Bruce Porter discussed the 
work of the NGO Coalition in supporting the development and adoption of the OP. He also 
argued that moving forward the OP-ICESCR could prove to be an essential mechanism in 
equalizing human rights conceptually as well as uplifting the voices of victims of ESC right 
violations. 
 
Corporate Accountability by Tricia Feeney, RAID, United Kingdom: Tricia’s comments 
highlighted the increasingly ubiquitous nature of globalization and how the Corporate 
Accountability Working Group has been utilizing the various UN and other processes to raise 
awareness of the negative impacts of business activity on human rights, and suggest ways 
to prevent abuses and hold those responsible to account. 

http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=832279&parent_id=819549
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Trade, Investment, Finance and Human Rights by Areli Sandoval, Equipo Pueblo, Mexico: 
Areli’s comments focused on the development of the group over the past few years and the 
obstacles they face. Externally, the reduction of the State’s role in economic policy-making 
weakens these efforts, and internally the diverse range of ESCR-Net Member approaches 
makes coordination sometimes challenging. Looking forward, Areli hoped the working 
sessions would be used to discuss whether the Secretariat should play a more active role, 
adopting greater leadership, and greater interaction with membership. 
 
Budget Analysis and ESCR by Ann Blyberg, IHRIP, United States: Ann’s presentation gave a 
brief background on the successful projects of the group to date, some obstacles such as 
the lack of information and networking, and then highlighted the need for greater capacity-
building and networking between groups.  
 
Social Movements and Grassroots Groups by Renji Joseph, AHSDC, India: Renji noted his 
appreciation to the Network for ensuring meaningful space for the social movement groups 
but also highlighted the great difficulties they are facing and called on the Network and its 
Members to engage in solidarity and support actions.  
 
Women and ESCR by Leilani Farha, CERA, Canada: Finally, Leilani gave a brief history of the 
Women and ESCR group since Chiang Mai and reflected on how we can think strategically 
and conceptually about this group moving forward, while encouraging even more 
collaboration and interaction between groups. 
   
Plenary 2: Building a Bottom-Up Network of Mutual Support and Collective Action 

This panel focused on building a platform of collaboration in sustainable solidarity and 
support actions between social movements, grassroots and indigenous groups on the one 
hand and NGOs and other professional organizations on the other. The plenary had two 
main objectives. First, it provided the space to build dialogue between participating social 
movements and NGOs with the aim of enhancing solidarity with and mobilizing support for 
the social movements and grassroots groups from their professional advocacy and 
documentation NGO partners in attendance. Second, it provided the basis for determining 
concrete steps for ESCR-Net to be an ongoing and sustainable channel of solidarity and 
support for social movements, indigenous and grassroots groups.  
 

 
 

http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=832287&parent_id=819549
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The session started with a video edited by the Media Mobilizing Project which illustrated the 
work and struggles of some of the participating groups, including Comité de Emergencia 
Garífuna de Honduras, Honduras; Western Shoshone Defense Project, Newe Sogobia/USA; 
Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, Pakistan; and Movimento dos Atingidos por Barragens, Brasil.  
 
The video was followed by presentations made by representatives of three social 
movements. Ezekiel Rema of Slums Dwellers Federation, Kenya, spoke about the social 
movement experience of the Toi Market and the struggle of its traders to defend their 
means of subsistence, gain basic rights and organize their community. Joji Cariño of 
Tebtebba Foundation, Philippines, shared their experience helping to create the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the partnerships among indigenous 
people’s groups and NGO’s and the need for social movement mobilization and solidarity 
among different groups to defend the land and other natural resources of groups that 
traditionally have had to bear top-down solutions. Finally, Lucas Benítez of the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers, USA shared the successes of this rural workers’ group against powerful 
private actors, achieved through unity, solidarity, alliance-building and strong organization 
of its members. 
 
The presentations were followed by small group discussions, each facilitated by social 
movement representatives. These discussion tables focused on identifying positive examples 
of collaboration, work ESCR-Net should attempt to facilitate, as well as processes that could 
be followed to implement this collaboration. These exchanges highlighted the importance 
and need of meaningful and transparent partnerships between social movements or 
grassroots groups and NGOs. Discussions emphasized that these relationships should 
empower and strengthen the movements and grassroots groups, who must remain the 
central actors and final decision makers of the issues that affect them. The groups identified 
mutual-learning exchanges and capacity-building as a main project ESCR-Net should 
undertake, along with the pressing need to support members under urgent threat and in 
their local campaigns. Exchange of experiences, successes and other types of information in 
different forms were also highlighted among different valuable efforts.   
 
Plenary 3: Accountability: Expanding the Scope and Creating New Tools 

 

      
 
The final Plenary focused on the increased impacts of global economic forces and 
agreements on the realization of human rights. The introduction to the Plenary, by Steve 
Ouma Akoth of University of Western Cape, South Africa, presented new ways of 
conceptualizing violations to increase the focus on personhood, as well as on historical and 
political context as a method for expanding the scope of accountability.  The Plenary further 
sought to illuminate the current shift in the scope of accountability, discuss the perceived 
progress and challenges, and share new tools, mechanisms and strategies for implementing 
rights and enhancing accountability.  
 

http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=832293&parent_id=819549
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Presentations highlighted the current developments, in the efforts towards expanding the 
scope of human rights accountability. Danwood Chirwa of the University of Cape Town, 
South Africa argued for a more comprehensive consideration of the responsibilities of non-
state actors in the analysis of ESC rights violations, as corporate activity tends to violate 
these sets of rights, e.g. water and health, more than civil and political rights. Joseph 
Schechla of Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN) and of the Habitat International 
Coalition (HIC), Egypt, then discussed the movement to expand the scope of accountability 
beyond a narrow focus on domestic obligations, particularly with respect to the capacity for 
progressive realization, to a consideration of extra-territorial obligations. Miloon Kothari of 
HRLN-HIC, India, suggested that human rights failures were the cause of the current global 
economic meltdown, and that specifically lack of regulation and accountability within the 
housing market was a major contributor to the current global crisis. Aldo Caliari of Center of 
Concern, USA called for increased accountability within trade and investment policy and 
specifically in requiring human rights obligations to be central elements in the processes of 
economic policy decision-making. 
 
On new strategies and tools for enhancing accountability, Eitan Felner of Center for 
Economic and Social Rights (CESR), Spain presented the work carried out by his 
organization during the last years on building an interdisciplinary methodology to assess 
violations of ESCR. Magdalena Sepúlveda, UN Independent Expert on Extreme Poverty, 
discussed a new and promising mechanism at the international level, the Optional Protocol 
to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which will offer a 
legal mechanism for complaint and redress for victims of ESCR violations. Finally, Pilar 
Arcidiácono of the Centre of Legal and Social Studies (CELS), Argentina highlighted the 
ways in which her organization has undertaken to monitor social policies from a rights-
based approach, suggesting the key difference between rights language within a policy on 
the one hand and the true integration of human rights obligations on the other. 
 

IV. WORKING SESSIONS  
  
1. Adjudication of ESCR  

The presentations given during the Adjudication of ESCR sessions emphasised the rapid 
growth of ESC rights litigation, and highlighted some successes achieved in both clarifying 
many state and non-state legal obligations and having an impact on the ground. At the 
same time, many challenges remain, which range from the lack of effective justiciability in 
some countries, conceptual challenges over some legal and remedial issues, the relationship 
between lawyers and social movements, and ensuring the effective implementation of 
judgments. 
   
The working sessions discussed a range of current issues in ESC rights adjudication such as: 
(1) national and regional jurisprudential developments from South Asia and Latin America, 
specifically Colombia and South Africa; (2) the critical need to involve social movements in 
litigation which has an impact on that community, with perspectives given from lawyers, 
claimants and social movement groups; (3) current conceptual developments in ESC rights 
litigation, such as securing effective remedies, utilizing civil and political rights to claim 
ESCR, the possibilities of the newly adopted OP-ICESCR and the challenges in litigating 
positive obligations; (4) equality rights issues relating to gender, disability and social rights; 
as well as (5) the impact of globalization on the enjoyment of ESCR and corresponding 
litigation strategies.   
 
In the final collaborative session, participants identified a large number of possible projects 
to be advanced in the coming years, including scaling up the Caselaw Database, serving a 
coordinating role in the NGO Coalition Campaign for the Ratification of the OP-ICESCR, 
developing a focus and possible capacity-building strategy for enforcement of 

http://www.escr-net.org/resources/resources_show.htm?doc_id=824083
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unimplemented judgements, as well as possible litigation support around the emerging OP-
ICESCR mechanism and with regard to transnational litigation.   
 
2. Optional Protocol to the ICESCR  
The presentations and discussion that occurred during the Optional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (OP) sessions, focused on 
reviewing the stage of the OP process at the time the meeting took place, analyzing the 
importance of the OP as an instrument to close legal gaps for the protection of traditionally 
marginalized groups and discussing joint future work. This group had two exclusive sessions 
and shared the rest of its sessions with the Adjudication Group.   
 
During the first session the aims of the NGO Coalition for an OP (who up to now has 
coordinated the campaign for the creation of an OP) were shared, followed by an overview 
of the components of the OP. The current status, next steps and challenges for the 
ratification of the OP were then discussed. Presentations followed to analyze if and how the 
OP brings protection of informal settlement dwellers, women and indigenous groups.  
 
In the collaborative sessions, experiences of the ratification campaigns for the International 
Criminal Court, the OP-CEDAW and the Convention for the Rights of People with Disabilities 
were shared in order to learn from them as decisions are made around future work on the 
OP. Participants agreed that once the OP has been adopted, strong efforts need to focus on 
the ratification process for this instrument. These efforts, in order to be successful, will need 
to ensure the involvement of national level organizations and guarantee that the OP 
becomes a relevant tool that strengthens the ESCR demands made nationally.  
 
3. Corporate Accountability 
The Corporate Accountability Working Group brought together a number of long-standing 
members with other interested organizations to discuss efforts to date, share hands-on 
experiences, and strategize on future coordinated actions. Discussions emphasized a 
number of key challenges in the field. Engagement in other key arenas setting standards 
applicable to business outside of the human rights regime was highlighted. The lack of 
access to information and transparency around business impacts on society was further 
identified as challenging, as was the meaningful access to justice and accountability for 
business-related abuses. Each of the various accountability mechanisms explored evinced 
serious practical and procedural challenges. While creative use of a variety of judicial and 
non-judicial mechanisms showed potential for advocacy, a stunning failure of meaningful 
avenues to seek redress and access justice for human rights violations involving companies 
was apparent. Efforts at the international level were supported, but equally emphasized was 
the ongoing challenge of grounding efforts in practical support for local and national-level 
struggles, campaigns, capacity-building and monitoring efforts to strengthen and defend 
members carrying out this work on the frontlines, often at great personal risk and facing 
tremendous power imbalances. 
 
The first session reviewed the objectives, strategies and activities of the Working Group to 
date, discussing the various challenges and opportunities in the field, and the interest and 
activities of participants. A three-part Accessing Justice workshop was then conducted. The 
first part consisted of a training session on participatory tools for researching, monitoring 
and assessing the human rights impacts of companies, addressing the key challenges of 
accessing information and documentation in initiating corporate campaigns. The last two 
parts delved into a number of avenues and strategies of bringing cases against business 
enterprises based on hands-on experience. These sessions focused on highlighting the 
strengths and weaknesses of several fora to provide effective remedy and/or open new 
avenues for leverage and advocacy. These included various mechanisms in the UN and 
regional human rights bodies, corporate liability litigation in the US and the EU, the OECD 
National Contact Points, multilateral development banks, international financial institutions, 

http://www.escr-net.org/resources/resources_show.htm?doc_id=824082
http://www.escr-net.org/resources/resources_show.htm?doc_id=824085
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the WTO, investment arbitration panels, private banks and insurance companies, export 
credit agencies, hedge funds and other domestic avenues. 
  
Two strategy sessions wrapped up the Corporate Accountability Working Group meetings, in 
which a preliminary work plan was sketched out, providing several new opportunities for 
collective action. Strengthening ongoing advocacy for international standards on business 
and human rights remained a key area, both within the UN human rights machinery but also 
increasingly in other standard-setting regimes affecting the field, with special reference to 
ongoing negotiations on climate change, the financial crisis and biodiversity. Further 
development of the knowledge base of the Network through the creation and creative use of 
new tools on research and documentation was also set forth, with one concrete project 
being the Business and Human Rights Documentation (B-HRD) Project to come. Capacity-
building, campaign and litigation strategies were also reinforced, especially for use by 
groups working at the local and national levels. The Working Group’s commitment to 
bringing affected communities into leadership positions in international debates on 
corporate accountability was deemed critical. Yet, a continuing priority expressed by many 
groups lied in the need to build the strength of and defend Members challenging corporate 
abuse at the local and national levels, vis-à-vis transnational, state-owned, or domestic 
companies. Trainings in human rights documentation of business-related abuses was 
emphasized, along with a continued commitment by Network Members and the Secretariat 
itself to carry out actions in solidarity with human rights defenders at risk. Participants also 
stressed the importance of building a broad-based movement on corporate accountability in 
coordination with various constituencies, including trade unions, which would help give 
further identity and power to the group, and assist in the coordination and development of 
all the other areas of work. The Steering Committee of this Working Group was also 
strengthened through the inclusion of new leading Members. 
 

 
 
4. Trade, Investment, Finance and Human Rights  

A number of strategies and activities were shared and discussed during the Trade, 
Investment, Finance and Human Rights sessions in Nairobi, with discussions exploring a rich 
array of types of work in the field. Some participants pushed forward human rights norms 
within the WTO, within trade agreements themselves or in other economic policy bodies. 
Others attempted to bring economic policy concerns into the human rights protection 

http://www.escr-net.org/resources/resources_show.htm?doc_id=824086
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system, or other related bodies. Some participants presented their work to transform the 
approach of regional or international institutions, while others shared their experiences 
targeting national or local. Even with this diversity in approach, the primacy of human rights 
obligations over other trade, investment or finance obligations remained the key concept 
guiding discussions. Throughout, a number of challenges and opportunities emerged. 
Especially in this historical period presented by the financial crisis, with real opportunities 
for systemic change, the human rights approach was clearly a promising, universal 
normative framework upon which to base new economic policies based on justice at the 
national and increasingly global level. Yet, coordinated action amongst civil society has been 
an ongoing challenge, especially facing such powerful and entrenched economic theories 
and institutions. Equally daunting has been the lack of access to trade negotiations and 
trade and finance ministries. The lack of access to information and technical knowledge, and 
the need for grassroots mobilization were further mentioned as other key challenges. 
  
The first working sessions of this group allowed participants to share conceptual 
understanding, practical experiences and useful strategies of using the human rights 
approach to trade, investment, and finance (or, together economic  policy). A number of 
mutual-learning sessions took place in which organizations exchanged their distinct 
experiences, advocacy and legal strategies at the local, domestic, regional and international 
levels. Participants exchanged some of the challenges, opportunities and lessons from 
having targeting various UN committees, bodies and agencies, the WTO, within regional and 
bilateral free trade negotiations, export credit agencies, multilateral development banks, 
arbitration panels, private banks, governments, regional bodies and other fora. Two skills-
based workshops were also conducted in coordination with the Corporate Accountability and 
Adjudication working sessions on targeting different global finance institutions as points of 
leverage to strengthen human rights guarantees, and on legal strategies in a globalized age. 
  
Finally, two strategy sessions were also held, which laid out a number of action items to 
base a future collective work alliance. These included scaling up the sharing of experiences 
on economic  policy and human rights at a regional level, the identification and integration 
of more cases on economic policy into the ESCR-Net Case-law database, an update of an 
ESCR-Net mapping of organizations working in the area, a survey of related norms, 
instruments and guidelines in the area which could be used to help orient government 
policy, capacity-building of national and local organizations and lawyers’ exchanges, 
coordinated litigation in domestic courts (to challenge trade agreements which threaten 
human rights, for example), and finally the organization of coordinated actions to integrate 
a human rights approach into ongoing policy decisions on the financial crisis. Participants 
also pointed out the value of proposing more constructive alternative agreements, systems, 
and mechanisms, rather than merely reacting to the global agenda being set by those 
unconcerned with or opposed to human rights principles. More broad-based social 
mobilization in this area to link NGOs and social movements, together with outreach, 
education, awareness-raising, training and building, was also brought up here as a key 
added-value activity of the Network.  
 
5. Budget Analysis and ESCR  

The presentations and discussions that occurred during the Budget Analysis and ESCR 
sessions in Nairobi highlighted both the great potential but also the multiple obstacles for 
working in this area. Groups from around the world, with very different backgrounds and 
levels of knowledge came together to share experiences and strategies. Successful uses of 
budget analysis to promote implementation of ESCR were noted in Argentina, Mexico and 
South Africa. However, lack of access to information and lack of capacity to undertake 
budget work are obstacles which were often repeated. There was also an effort to elaborate 
on the conceptual analysis of the linkages between budget analysis and human rights 
obligations. 

http://www.escr-net.org/resources/resources_show.htm?doc_id=824084
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The working sessions on Budget Analysis and ESCR were geared toward informing new 
participants of the work done by the Network to date, as well as toward providing space for 
new project ideas and alliances to emerge. The first session gave examples of successful 
projects around the world. Sessions 2 and 3 were devoted to providing conceptual analysis 
of the linkages between budget analysis and human rights obligations. Sessions 4 and 5 
focused on obstacles and strategies for overcoming them.  Finally, Sessions 6 and 7 
provided a space for participants to develop ideas for possible future collaborative action, 
including capacity-building, information-sharing, mapping and networking-building, further 
conceptual development and increased work at the regional and UN levels. Overall, there 
was consensus that budget analysis is most useful when it is integrated within the various 
streams of work to inform and strengthen advocacy in all areas.   
 
6. Women and ESCR 

The presentations and discussions on women’s ESC rights showed that there is increasing 
awareness and focus on the importance of economic, social and cultural rights within the 
larger international women’s human rights movement. Groups from around the world 
discussed both the important gains and disappointing set-backs on women and ESCR within 
the current global context of climate change, religious fundamentalism, the “war on terror” 
and the global financial crisis. A reoccurring theme of participants’ comments from both 
Africa and Latin America was on the importance of the link between violence and 
discrimination against women and lack of implementation of women’s ESC rights in their 
countries.   
 
The presentations during the working sessions began with a background on the past work of 
the Network, then moved into providing short case study-type overviews of the situation of 
women and ESCR in various countries. This led into presentations on the developments on 
women and ESCR within national, regional and international human rights systems. A joint 
session was then held with the Adjudication group focused on equality rights litigation and 
advocacy strategies. Finally, a session devoted to major obstacles facing work on women 
and ESCR was held. These presentation sessions then culminated in a two-part open 
discussion period on priorities of members and developing a future work plan for the 
Network.  

http://www.escr-net.org/resources/resources_show.htm?doc_id=824087
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Participants chose to focus on 2009 as the 30th Anniversary of CEDAW as a lens to demand 
the implementation of women’s ESC rights and a number of activities and projects are being 
developed around that theme. Participants also highlighted the need for capacity-building 
for women’s groups on the use of the ICESCR and possibly its Optional Protocol, therefore, 
strategic engagement with the CEDAW and ESCR Committees will be explored. Production of 
a resource on how attorneys and advocates can link CEDAW and the ICESCR to protect 
women’s human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, is also currently 
being discussed. Finally, the participants agreed that the Caselaw Database should include a 
focus on women’s ESC rights. 
 
7. Human Right to Health  
The working sessions on the Human Right to Health were developed in response to the 
interest and input of members and geared toward providing space for new project ideas and 
alliances to emerge. The gathering brought together a diverse group of people working from 
different perspectives and at different levels on the right to health.  The presentations 
highlighted the strength brought by the human rights approach to health issues, the 
constant violations to the human right to health faced by different groups and communities 
including women, indigenous groups, peoples with disabilities and those who live in poverty, 
strategies being used to overcome these abuses, as well as the need to work with effective 
tools and approaches to identify, argue and implement policies that address violations of the 
right to health. Finally, the initial steps for future joint work were agreed upon.   
 
The first session provided an overview of the field conceptually, as well as discussing the 
viewpoints of working in the field from various perspectives. Session 2 focused on 
possibilities for monitoring and implementation of the right to health, while session 3 
highlighted two critical health issues: HIV/AIDS and maternal mortality. Session 4 discussed 
the emerging issue of access to medicine in light of increased globalization and intellectual 
property agreements. Session 5 looked at the adequacy of healthcare systems from various 
viewpoints, including people with disabilities.  
 
Finally, Sessions 6 and 7 provided a space for participants to develop ideas for possible 
future collaborative action. The group agreed that due to the diversity of its participants, it 
needed to find a broad theme that would be relevant for the work happening at different 
levels and decided to focus on access to medicines. There was a lot of cross-cutting interest 
on the issue as it allows for mutual-learning, support and other types of actions. The 
overarching aims of the future work of the group will be to develop awareness and 
recognition at all levels and among different actors of access to medicines as a fundamental 
human rights issue, and to increase government and other actors’ accountability for 
providing this access. 
 

http://www.escr-net.org/resources/resources_show.htm?doc_id=824088
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V. SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND GRASSROOTS GATHERING AND SOLIDARITY VISITS 
Social movements and grassroots leaders from across the Americas, Africa, and Asia came 
together in Nairobi to organize and participate in three full days of strategic meetings of the 
Social Movement Working Group, which surrounded the four-day International Strategy 
Meeting on ESCR and ESCR-Net General Assembly. The gathering supported mutual-
learning amongst social movements, strengthened solidarity and support between social 
movements and NGOs, and organized solidarity visits to stand in support and learn from 
Kenyan social movements in their struggle. The Social Movement Working Group also 
developed common strategies and plans for collective work, and emphasized ensuring the 
inclusion and centrality of social movement leadership in ESCR-Net. The discussions were 
animated and grounded by the decades of strength and experience of participants from 
diverse and rich backgrounds as organized small-scale farmers, rural and urban poor, 
indigenous, Dalit, women and workers’ organizations, fisherfolk, pastoral people, and the 
HIV/AIDS positive. 
 
The gathering began with a warm welcome from local hosts, followed by a discussion of the 
history of ESCR-Net’s work with social movements. With video, in small groups and in 
assembly, participants then shared their concrete individual experiences, the key challenges 
and obstacles faced, the human rights strategies utilized in these struggles, and the recent 
successes and emerging opportunities in securing ESC rights. 
 

 
 
Discussions were then held to identify and map out struggles shared by all. These common 
struggles were diverse, including the privatization of land, water and other natural 
resources; displacement and dispossession; the lack of meaningful participation within 
governments, global institutions, and broader civil society; the lack of recognition of the 
rights of family farmers; the criminalization of dissent; and the denial of access to justice 
and inability to make economic and social rights justiciable. Ongoing discrimination and 
violations of cultural rights, as well as the systematic attempt to destroy mobilization and to 
disempower community organizations were also recognized as common struggles. 
  
The group then collectively began to analyze and map out root causes of these common 
struggles. The lack of respect for diversity, corrupt or misaligned representative structures, 
ongoing forms of colonialism, commoditization and capitalism were all emphasized. Equally 
stressed were issues around the lack of political will, good leadership, accountability, and 
impunity. The lack of meaningful participation, and a misunderstanding or lack of 

http://www.escr-net.org/resources/resources_show.htm?doc_id=825048
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information about human rights, were also identified as some causes of the challenges faced 
by social movements across the globe. 
 
Participants then moved from analyzing their common struggles to exchanging effective and 
emerging human rights strategies to confront them. Strategic alliance-building by the 
Coalition of Immokalee Workers, leadership in international-level networks by the 
Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP), public education, public 
mobilization and direct action by the Movimento Sem Terra (MST), the use of legal 
mechanisms by the Western Shoshone, video advocacy to document abuses and build 
awareness by the Comité de Emergencia Garífuna de Honduras and the Media Mobilizing 
Project were some examples of such strategies discussed. The day ended with a video 
advocacy training facilitated by WITNESS, with video flip cameras provided by ESCR-Net. 
 
On the second day, participants evaluated the efforts of the Working Group to date, and 
discussed models of effective collaboration in the build-up of an action plan. A strong 
consensus emerged over the need for more mutual-learning programs, especially when 
paired with Solidarity Visits, where participants can support, work with and learn from local 
movements very concretely in their everyday acts of defending human rights. Other 
effective ways to collaborate were also shared by the participants, including educating 
young people, the engagement of community leaders, training trainers in human rights 
(especially women), and creating an accessible manual on ESC rights and on effective social 
movement strategies to implement them. Notably here, various video interviews and 
recordings occurred throughout the sessions toward the aim of developing this manual. 
Participants further discussed ways of engaging the wider Network in their action plan, the 
creation of guidelines for ESCR-Net urgent actions, and ways to take up leadership positions 
in the Network, through for example more active roles in the working areas and 
strengthened representation on the Board. 
 
The Social Movement Working Group then participated in Solidarity Visits, led by the Nairobi 
Peoples Settlement Network, Miss Koch and Kasarani Youth Congress, Ngazi ya Chini and 
other Kenyan social movements. Participants visited three communities: Korogocho, Kibera 
and Mukuru Kwa Ngenga/ Kwa Ruben. These visits allowed participants to stand in solidarity 
with and support local groups by sharing successful strategies, and to learn from local day-
to-day struggles in Kenya over the plight of women and the disadvantaged, struggles over 
land and housing, and deep health disparities. 
 
Following these two intense days of sharing experiences and building a collective voice, the 
Social Movement Working Group then joined the International Strategy Meeting on ESCR 
and General Assembly. Groups participated actively in the different thematic Working 
Sessions. Social Movements also led a three-hour Plenary entitled Building a Bottom-Up 
Network of Mutual Support and Collective Action (see above). This plenary allowed all 
participants to identify concrete steps to strengthen collaboration among members, 
including through human rights trainings, social movement exchanges, communications 
materials, and support for local campaigns. During the General Assembly, three social 
movement representatives were elected to the ESCR-Net Board, one example of the strong 
leadership role movements in the Network took up in Kenya. 
 
On the seventh day, the Social Movement Working Group together with the Secretariat 
organized a final strategy session, which consisted of an evaluation of the Strategy Meeting, 
discussion on next steps, formation of new structures for leadership in the Network, and 
new issues for the WG to consider together. A Steering Committee was developed, and 
individuals volunteered to be focal points for each of ESCR-Net’s areas of work to share 
information and fully represent grassroots concerns throughout the Network. Participants 
identified three areas of focus for future collaboration. Communication was first, so that 
groups can remain closely in contact, distribute relevant information and build an effective 

http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=832287&parent_id=819549
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network of emergency support. Communication techniques would potentially incorporate the 
use of video, multimedia, newsletters, new listerves, and SMS text messaging. The second 
area of focus was training and exchanges, directed to communities and/or potential trainers, 
and finally the launch of a global campaign was the third area of focus for the future. 

VI. GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND ELECTION OF THE NEW ESCR-NET BOARD  
While in Nairobi, the General Assembly of ESCR-Net elected a new Board and discussed 
important governance issues with the goal of strengthening ESCR-Net’s institutional 
capacity to influence decision-making processes regarding state and non-state 
accountability for the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights. This General 
Assembly provided a unique opportunity for the members to meet in person and discuss the 
strategic development of the Network. members discussed ways in which the Network can 
sharpen its focus, increase its capacity, and enhance its relevance to groups on the ground.  
 
In the first Governance Session, members debated the functions and strategic direction that 
they envisioned for ESCR-Net. There was a strong consensus that ESCR-Net is an excellent 
venue for exchange of ideas, resources, strategies, and capacity-building. It was agreed as 
well that ESCR-Net’s strength is its position at the interface of work occurring at the national 
level and at the international level. At the same time, it was highlighted that the role of 
ESCR-Net in offering a platform for groups to undertake collective action and develop a 
collective voice on different issues continued to be important. People referred to new topics 
for collective work such as the financial crisis, climate change, and other methodological 
areas such as indicators or ESCR monitoring methodologies. One challenges voiced 
regarded the capacity, or the desirability of ESCR-Net as a whole operating with one unified 
voice. Many people discussed how this could be addressed, for example the extent to which 
ESCR-Net should mobilize around one specific campaign. Some people referred to the need 
to undertake collective campaigns, such as a campaign for the ratification of the OP or a 
campaign on the global economic crisis. In the end, it was left open for ESCR-Net members 
to choose or not one or two topics as overarching themes for a single campaign. At the 
same time, this would not restrain by any means members to decide to participate in the 
areas of work already underway or even start new areas of work, as they see fit. This 
multifaceted nature of the Network was stressed as an important strength. A third 
important function that was highlighted relates to the creation of channels and synergies 
with other organizations, groups and thematic and regional networks, so as to achieve 
greater diversity, greater geographic representation and include more language groups.  
 
In the second Governance Session, members gave a specific mandate to the Secretariat to 
undertake urgent actions. Since its inception, ESCR-Net members have periodically 
requested the Network to undertake various ad hoc urgent actions to stand in solidarity with 
and support them in times of threat. Yet, the Secretariat had not yet been given a formal 
mandate guiding the urgent action process, which occurred in Kenya. Members discussed 
specific criteria and procedures in order to guides the process and thus, enhance the 
effectiveness of the Network to assist when members are under threat. A proposed set of 
criteria and procedures was presented to the General Assembly by a number of participating 
ESCR defenders on the frontline. Various amendments were presented to the original text, 
further written amendments solicited, and a Drafting Committee was formed to integrate 
these suggestions, and finalize these guidelines. 

http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=832319
http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=832322
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In the third Governance Session, the General Assembly of ESCR-Net decided to give a 
mandate to the Board and Secretariat to initiate a process for exploring alternative locations 
for the ESCR-Net Secretariat, and to make any necessary and timely decisions to ensure the 
healthy functioning of the Secretariat in this context, including relocation. It was also 
decided that the Board shall work with the Secretariat to advance this process with all 
deliberate speed and shall keep its membership informed of key decisions. Based on a 
discussion memo, members discussed criteria that should guide the Board and Secretariat 
in this decision. 
 
Members also decided that the Board should consider taking leadership in the ratification 
campaign for the Optional Protocol to the ICESCR. Finally, the Nairobi Declaration was 
adopted by the General Assembly. In the context of the unprecedented challenges to 
humanity posed by the inter-linked social, economic and climate crises, the Declaration 
asserts that the basic foundations for peoples’ survival, livelihoods and well-being are under 
severe threat from a global economic system and trade regime which promotes exaggerated 
consumerism. The Declaration denounces the growing imbalances in social, economic, and 
political structures which perpetuate current levels of inequality, insecurity and vulnerability 
– particularly for the Indigenous, women, Afro-descendants, Pastoralists, small farmers, 
fisher-folks, workers, and children. The Declaration calls for the establishment of the 
primacy of human rights over the economic and financial regimes as well as for the 
enhancement of the vision of ESC rights to encompass environmental and climate justice. In 
solidarity with Kenyan social movements and communities under threat, the Nairobi 
Declaration moreover demands that the Kenyan state monitor and regulate the allocation 
and use of land, halt evictions, and enact participatory processes and meaningful remedies 
for each victim of displacement. The Declaration further insists that the Kenyan authorities 
create employment opportunities for youth, establish programs which curb harm to women 
and girls and ensure the provision, accessibility and affordability of basic social services for 
all. In conclusion, the Declaration called on ESCR-Net members to continue to ensure active 
participation and leadership of social movements in the Network, establish a system of 
emergency support for ESCR defenders, and support the various joint actions 
conceptualized in Kenya. 
 
In other developments, the new Board of ESCR-Net was elected for a period of three years 
during the ESCR-Net General Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya. It is comprised of:  

http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=832324&parent_id=819549
http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=832325&parent_id=819549
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Mr. Hossam Bahgat  
Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (Egypt)  

Ms. Julie Cavanaugh-Bill  
Western Shoshone Defense Project—WSDP (Newe Sogobia/USA) 

Ms. Shanthi Dairiam  
International Women's Rights Action Watch -Asia Pacific (Malaysia) 

Mr. Renji George Joseph  
Alliance for Holistic and Sustainable Development of Communities (India) 

Mr. Legborsi Saro Pyagbara  
Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People—MOSOP (Nigeria) 

Mr. Wilder Sánchez Chávez  
Confederación Campesina del Perú—CCP (Perú) 

Ms. Aye Aye Win  
Dignity International (France) 

 

VII. COMMUNITY VISITS  
Community visits in Nairobi were organized by local groups to allow participants to 
exchange views and experiences with community members, celebrate grassroots–led 
advocacy efforts, highlight achievements and challenges and explore possibilities of future 
joint actions and networking.  
 
The first visit was to the Dagoretti Constituency and was hosted by KARIKA, who fights for 
issues relating to the right to health especially for the poor and vulnerable with a focus on 
those affected by HIV for whom there is a home-based care service. The main issues in 
these settlements are security of tenure, lack of adequate housing, poverty and youth 
unemployment, lack of access to adequate health facilities and HIV/ AIDS, inadequate 
provision of water and sanitation services, environmental degradation and inadequate 
educational facilities, especially for the vulnerable. 
 
The second visit was to the Westlands Constituency, hosted by Kibagare Haki Zetu, who 
was formed to help the residents of these informal settlements to unite to resist forced 
evictions and to engage in daily savings to uplift their livelihood. The main economic and 
social rights issues in these slums include lack of security of tenure, constant evictions, lack 
of adequate water and sanitation services, lack of adequate health, sanitation and 
educational facilities and environmental neglect. 
 

VIII. OPEN SPACES  
Open Spaces sessions were organized to allow participants to highlight issues that were not 
covered in the meeting or to create space for strategizing and collaboration. There were 12 
sessions on the following topics organized by the following organizations: 
 

• Tools for State Accountability for  Economic and Social Rights: the CESR Monitoring 
Tool and an Economic and Social Rights Fulfillment Index / Eitan Felner, Center for 
Economic and Social Rights (CESR) & Alicia Yamin, Harvard Law School, USA (Index 

http://www.eipr.org/en/
http://www.eipr.org/en/
http://www.iwraw-ap.org/
http://www.escr-net.org/members/members_show.htm?doc_id=399628
http://www.mosop.net/
http://www.movimientos.org/cloc/ccp/
http://www.dignityinternational.org/dgi/news.php
http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=830349&parent_id=819549
http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=831319&parent_id=819549


 20 

created by Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, author of UN Human Development Index 1996-
2004; Terra Lawson-Remer and Susan Randolph)   

• Rights First : A Tool for Evaluating Step-by-Step, the Impact of Foreign Investment 
on Human Rights / Caroline Brodeur, Rights & Democracy, Canada 

• Video for Change – How to Effectively Use Video for Human Rights Advocacy / 
Bukeni Waruzi, WITNESS, USA 

• “Rightful Place” Video on minority issues in Kenya / Munini Mutuku, Centre For 
Minority Rights Development, Kenya 

• Integrating Macro Economic Strategies and Human Rights / Radhika Balakrishnan, 
Marymount Manhattan College, USA 

• A Human Rights Response to Globalization: the Added Value of Working with Extra 
Territorial Obligations (ETO) / Sandra Ratjen, Katrin Geenan, FIAN, Germany 

• Budgeting for Human Rights: An exchange for organizations interested in 
participating and contributing to the Budgeting for Human Rights pilot phase 2009-
2010 / Cornelieke Keizer, Equalinrights and Erica Wortel, APRODEV, Switzerland 

• Why and How to Get Involved in Intellectual Property Advocacy: An Urgent Appeal to 
Human Rights Activists / Zoë Goodman, 3D Trade, Human Rights and Equitable 
Economy, Switzerland  

• Assessing the Health Rights of Women / Grace Maingi-Kimani, Federation of Women 
Lawyers, Kenya 

• Rights and Anti-Corruption: Providing tools for civil society mobilization on access to 
and enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights / International Council on 
Human Rights Policy (ICHRP), Switzerland and Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales 
(CELS), Argentina 

• Indigenous Rights, the Environment and Grassroots Activism: Western Shoshone 
Film Showing and Discussion / Larson Bill, Western Shoshone Defense Project, USA 

• The Right to Social Security / Priti Darooka, Programme on Women’s Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (PWESCR), India and Malcolm Langford, Norwegian Human 
Rights Centre, Norway 

IX. AFRICAN DELEGATES AND KENYAN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS MEETINGS 
Thirty-six African delegates met on the December 3rd 2008. The goal of this gathering was 
to discuss how to ensure that the regional agenda on economic, social and cultural rights 
would be kept alive, beyond the conference, within the African region. In attendance were 
the newly elected ESCR-Net board members from Africa, namely, Legborsi Saro Pyagbara, 
MOSOP, Nigeria, and Hossam Baghat, Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights, Egypt, both of 
whom were very supportive of the idea. The participants were unanimous on the urgent 
need to ensure that the African activists establish a framework of communication that would 
enable them to exchange information, experiences, and when possible, support each other 
in times of need. Hakijamii was temporarily authorized to create an interactive forum before 
a more structured process is worked out. The forum would also enable African activists to 
more effectively communicate with the entire ESCR-Network and especially the board 
representatives from the region. Pursuant to that resolution, the forum is in the process of 
being activated. The forum is currently modeled along the discussion and working groups of 
ESCR-Net with the possibility of adjustments in consultation with the ESCR-Net Secretariat. 
This was a significant outcome, as often participants  go back to their countries without any 
effective follow up. Moderators will be agreed upon for each group to ensure sustainability. 
The two board members will provide feedback from the Board so that the regional process 
moves in harmony with the entire Network. 
  
In addition, a group of social movements from Kenya also had a meeting on the 29th of 
December, 2008 as part of the ESCR-Net event. The meeting, for the first time, brought 
grassroots organizations from all regions of Kenya to deliberate on their issues. The agenda 
included how to effectively use the human rights based approach in economic, social and 
cultural rights advocacy at the grassroots level and within the national context. 

http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=838870&parent_id=819549
http://www.escr-net.org/actions_more/actions_more_show.htm?doc_id=838873&parent_id=819549
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Representatives of NGOs working on ESCR facilitated it as resource persons. At the end of 
the meeting, it was resolved to form a Kenya National Social Movement with nodal points at 
each region. It was further resolved that each region would hold sessions, and where 
appropriate, set out effective modalities to consolidate the movement at the grassroots 
level. Regional representatives were elected to spearhead this process. Indeed this is yet 
another milestone of the International Strategy Meeting and ESCR-Net General Assembly as 
it provided a springboard for the strengthening of a nascent national Kenyan social 
movement. In January 2009, a follow up meeting was held by members of the Kenyan 
ESCR Coalition during which it was resolved that there was need to consolidate the national 
ESCR network. 
 
Both these two processes present challenges and prospects. The greatest challenge is 
obviously how to sustain them and in this regard it is hoped that well wishers will come on 
board to provide support. The greatest prospect is that they provide a strong basis for 
consolidating regional networks and campaigns beyond mere attending of conferences, 
which is the normal tendency whenever participants attend such international conferences. 

X.  LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
First 
 

Last 
 

Organization 
 

Country 
 

Alberto Ernesto Rede DESC Uíge 
 

Angola  

Murielle Mignot Forum of the Angolan NGOs—RECI-DESC 
 

Angola  

Tiago Relogio Aliança Para Promoçao Do Desenvilmento Da Comunidade De Hoji Ya 
Henda (APDCH) 
 

Angola  

Pilar Arcidiácono Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS) 
 

Argentina  

Nuria Becú Asociación Civil por la Igualdad y la Justicia (ACIJ) 
 

Argentina  

Jorge Carpio Foro Ciudadano de Participación por la Justicia y los Derechos 
Humanos (FOCO) 
 

Argentina  

Carolina  Fairstein Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS) 
 

Argentina  

Mabel López Oliva Asesoría General Tutelar 
 

Argentina  

Irene Novacovsky Foro Ciudadano de Participación por la Justicia y los Derechos 
Humanos (FOCO) 
 

Argentina  

Jorge 
Daniel 

Taillant Centro de Derechos Humanos y Ambiente (CEDHA) Argentina  

Veronique Van der 
Planque 

Fédération internationale des droits de l'Homme (FIDH) Belgium  

Valerie Van 
Goethem 

Fédération internationale des droits de l'Homme (FIDH) Belgium  

Giane Alvares Landless Worker’s Movement (MST) 
 

Brazil  

Darci Frigo Terra de Direitos 
 

Brazil  

Rafael Mendonca 
Dias 

Justiça Global Brazil  

Maria 
Elena 

Rodriguez Federação de Órgãos para Assistência Social e Educacional (FASE) Brazil  

Leandro Scalabrin Movimento dos Atingidos por Barragens (MAB) 
 

Brazil  

Marcela Vieira Conectas Direitos Humanos 
 

Brazil  

Iliana Balabanova-
Stoycheva 

Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation (BGRF) Bulgaria  

Margarita Ilieva Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (BHC) 
 

Bulgaria  
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Madeleine Afite l'ACAT-Littoral & de la Maison des Droits de l'Homme du Cameroun 
 

Cameroon  

Maxime Bissay ACAT-Littoral/MDHC 
 

Cameroon  

Jean-
Baptiste 

Sipa Maison des Droits de l’Homme au Cameroun (MDHC) Cameroon  

Shelley Arthur Visual Voice Captions for Steven Estey 
 

Canada  

Caroline Brodeur Rights and Democracy 
 

Canada  

Steven Estey Disabled Persons International (DPI) 
 

Canada  

Leilani Farha Centre for Equality Rights in Accommodation / National Working 
Group – Women and Housing Canada 
 

Canada  

Karyn Keenen Halifax Initiative 
 

Canada  

Bruce Porter Social Rights Advocacy Centre (SRAC) 
 

Canada  

Carole Samdup Rights and Democracy 
 

Canada  

Dora Lucy Arías Giraldo Corporación Colectivo de Abogados “José Alvear Restrepo” 
 

Colombia  

Felipe Galvis 
Castro 
 

Comisión Colombiana de Juristas Colombia  

Hector-
Leon 

Moncayo Instituto Latinoamericano de Servicios Legales (ILSA) Colombia  

Patricia Ramírez 
Parra 

Integrante de la Ruta Pacífica de las Mujeres y del Movimiento de 
Mujeres Contra la Guerra  
 

Colombia  

Cesar Rodriguez DeJusticia 
 

Colombia  

Roger Bouka 
Owoko 
 

Observatoire congolais des droits de l'homme (OCDH) Congo-
Brazzaville 

Pauline Yao  Femmes Cote d'Ivoire Experience 
 

Cote d'Ivoire  

Golden Misabiko Association Africaine de Defense des Droits de L'Homme (ASADHO) 
 

DRC 

Emmanuel Umpula 
Nkumba 
 

Action Contre l'Impunite pour les droites humains (ACIDH) DRC 

Alicia Granda Comisión Ecuménica de Derechos Humanos (CEDHU) 
 

Ecuador  

Hossam Bahgat Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (EIPR) 
 

Egypt  

Shaima Rizk Land Center for Human Rights – Interpreter 
 

Egypt  

Karam Saber Land Center for Human Rights 
 

Egypt  

Joseph Schechla Housing and Land Rights Network, HIC-MENA 
 

Egypt  

Manal Sherif Egyptian Center for Housing Rights 
 

Egypt  

Victor Pérez 
Castañeda 
 

Comisión de Derechos Humanos del Salvador  El Salvador  

Elisa Mikkola The Finnish NGO Foundation for Human Rights – KIOS 
 

Finland  

Sari Naskinen The Finnish NGO Foundation for Human Rights – KIOS 
 

Finland  

Aye Aye Win Dignity International 
 

France  

Elin Wrzoncki Fédération internationale des droits de l'Homme (FIDH) 
 

France  

Amadou Ceesay African Centre for Democracy and Human Rights Studies (ACDHRS) 
 

Gambia  

Bastiaan Colombaroli Food First Information and Action Network - FIAN International Germany  
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Katrin Geenen Food First Information and Action Network - FIAN International 
 

Germany  

Sandra Ratjen Food First Information and Action Network - FIAN International 
 

Germany  

Justice 
Edward 
 

Blay Women in Law and Development in Africa (WILDAF-Ghana) Ghana  

Esperanza Giraldo Comité de América Latina y el Caribe para la Defensa de los Derechos 
de la Mujer (CLADEM) 
 

Guatemala  

Lorenza Laynes 
Reynoso 
 

Asociación Q'ukumatz Guatemala  

Suzanne Shende Comité de Emergencia Garífuna de Honduras 
 

Honduras  

Ramesh Awasthi Mahil Sarvangeen Utkarsha Mandal (MASUM) 
 

India  

Priti Darooka Programme on Women’s Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(PWESCR) 
 

India  

Renji George 
Joseph 

Alliance for Holistic and Sustainable Development of Communities 
(AHSDC) 
 

India  

Colin Gonsalves Socio Legal Information Centre 
 

India  

Anand Grover Lawyers Collective 
 

India  

Miloon Kothari Former United Nations Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, 
Coordinator of the South Asian Regional Programme and Habitat 
International Coalition's Housing and Land Rights Network, India 
(HIC/HLRN) 
 

India  

Niti Saxena Association for Advocacy and Legal Initiative (AALI) 
 

India  
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