Guidelines for Posting to the General ESCR-Net Listserv
and Discussion Groups/Thematic Listservs 

Thematic discussion groups, as well as the General Listserv, are moderated based on the following guidelines, with the hope of making each beneficial and efficient for all participants. These guidelines were approved by the ESCR-Net Board at their second annual meeting, in November 2004. 
Guidelines Related to Content
· The General Listserv and thematic discussion groups are meant for postings related to economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR) or specific themes within the larger field of ESCR. We will only post messages related to economic, social, and cultural rights (ESCR) on the General Listserv and messages connected to the specific theme of a discussion group on its listserv. ESCR-Net specifically affirms that all human rights-economic, social and cultural, as well as civil and political-are interrelated and interdependent, and many other topics are undoubtedly relevant to struggles for a more just, fair and equitable world. However, out of respect for participants and their particular interests, we limit postings to ESCR-related topics.
· We will not post any messages contrary to the advancement of human rights. Excluded messages include any defense of human rights violations or any discriminatory language (for example, racist language or derogatory references to a particular group).
· We will not post personal messages. In particular, we will not post personal attacks on an individual or group. Additionally, we encourage individuals to directly email individual participants or groups with personal messages that are not appropriate for a public listserv. As a general rule, we also encourage participants to directly contact other participants about any events or activities that they have posted. 
· We will not post commercial advertisements (or SPAM). Currently, due to using Yahoo! Groups, participants will see advertisements from Yahoo! sponsors, when accessing web-based features of the discussion groups. 

Guidelines Related to Efficiency
· We will not post messages that are larger than 350kb. While recognizing that many participants do not have high-speed internet connections to download large messages and attachments, this is also meant to avoid clogging participants' inboxes. 
· We will only post a message to more than one discussion group when the message is clearly related to more than one theme. Many participants are part of the General Listserv and multiple discussion groups; we are eager to avoid sending multiple copies of the same message to ESCR-Net participants.
· Ongoing discussions that begin on the General Listserv will be transferred to a related thematic discussion group, or in certain cases, a new discussion group may be initiated. However, when questions or requests for information are posed within a discussion group, we encourage participants to copy the entire discussion group, at least on their initial responses, in order to promote collective learning and dialogue based on members' diverse experiences and perspectives.
· We are happy to introduce other ESCR-related lists or human rights networks through the ESCR-Net General Listserv or discussion groups. However, we cannot regularly post messages that belong to other lists. Other groups are welcome to post information regarding how to subscribe to their listserv(s).

Guidelines Related to Language
· All official communication related to the International Network for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR-Net) will be translated into English, Spanish, and French. Key ESCR-Net documents may also be translated into other languages based on the needs of the participants and the capacity of the Secretariat.
· Participants are welcome to post messages in any language. If possible, we encourage participants to provide at least a summary of their posting in one or more of the three main working languages of ESCR-Net (ie. English, Spanish, French). The Secretariat does not have the staff capacity or financial resources to translate participant postings. Participants are encouraged to undertake their own translations if possible.
