
A comic series on the growing influence of corporate elites over government 
institutions and how people are building collective power to resist Globally.

WE ARE RUNNING
OUT OF MASKS AND

OXYGEN TANKS !

THE COViD-19 PANDEMiC HAS 
SHOWN THAT OUR RiGHT TO HEALTH 

iS PARAMOUNT.

THE POWER
OF THE 99% TO

STOP CORPORATE 
CAPTURE OF OUR 

HEALTHCARE 
SYSTEMS

 MOM,
CAN WE GO
HOME NOW?

FOR MANY, THiS PANDEMiC ADDED 
TO DAiLY HARDSHiPS iN DiFFERENT WAYS.



Out Of
Order
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 WASH 
HANDS

WEAR
A MASK

KEEP 
SIX FEET
APART

 MAKE TIME
TO UNWIND

MAINTAINSOCIALDISTANCE

Especially FOR THOSE LiViNG iN
CONFLiCT-AFFECTED AREAS...

.. .AND FOR THOSE MOST AFFECTED BY STRUCTURAL iNEQUALiTiES.
FOR THE 99% OF US, OUR HEALTH iS A COMMON GOOD -

A FUNDAMENTAL RiGHT BELONGiNG TO ALL! 

HOWEVER, FOR A FEW: OUR HEALTH iS A COMMODiTY.

dOn’t fOrgEt
tO vOtE

USE OUR MONEY FOR
THE COMMON GOOD

THE 1% HAS TURNED OUR RiGHT TO 
HEALTH iNTO A PROFiT-MAKiNG MACHiNE.

FOR DECADES, CORPORATiONS HAVE POURED BiLLiONS OF DOLLARS 
iNTO iNFLUENCING  REGULATIONS AND PUBLiC POLiCiES TO PRiVATiZE

ESSENTiAL PUBLiC SERViCES.

DUE TO CORPORATE CAPTURE OF OUR GOVERNMENT DECiSiON-MAKiNG, 
OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS ARE BECOMiNG MORE AND MORE FRAGiLE. 
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MARKETING !!!

TO MAKE THIS
HAPPEN WE WILL INVEST
   BILLIONS IN MA...

MALARIA RESEARCH ??

SiNCE HEALTHCARE iS BEING RUN AS A PROFiT-MAKiNG MACHiNE, 
PHARMACEUTiCAL CORPORATiONS OPERATE UNDER THE FREE MARKET.

ECONOMY LOGiC: NO PROFiT = NO iNVESTMENT.
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THAT’S WHY VACCiNES AND TREATMENTS AREN’T
GETTiNG TO AT-RiSK COMMUNiTiES, AND RESEARCH 

OFTEN FOCUSES ON PRODUCTS that are profitable 
in rich countries.

DECADES AGO, CORPORATE CAPTURE WAS DESiGNED UNDER THE GUiSE OF
“LiBERALiSATiON” TO MONOPOLiZE AND MAXiMIZE PROFiT THROUGH FREE   

TRADE AGREEMENTS, STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT PROGRAMS, THE iNTERNATiONAL 
MONETARY FUND, AND OTHER MULTi-STAKEHOLDER BODiES. 

FOR iNSTANCE, TWENTY-FiVE YEARS AGO PFiZER AGGRESSiVELY LOBBiED RiCHER 
GOVERNMENTS TO PUT iN PLACE REGULATiONS TO PROTECT iNTELLECTUAL 

PROPERTY RiGHTS AND PATENTS AT THE WORLD TRADE ORGANiZATiON (WTO).  

* TRADE-RELATED ASPECTS OF iNTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RiGHTS
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UNTiL CiViL SOCiETY CHALLENGED CORPORATE ELiTES 
TO PUT ACCESS TO TREATMENT FOR HiV/AiDS ON THE 

GLOBAL POLiTiCAL AGENDA

                                                       AS A RESULT, NATiONAL AND
                                          iNTERNATiONAL PATENT PROTECTiON 

            POLiCiES STARTED COSTiNG US OUR HEALTH.
DURiNG THE HiV/AiDS CRiSiS,                    , BiG PHARMA      

            CAPTURED THE WTO AND BLOCKED THE RELEASE OF 
PATENTS FOR LiFE-SAViNG ANTiRETROViRAL MEDiCATiONS, 

DEVASTATiNG MANY AT-RiSK COMMUNiTiES.

WE HEAR
YOU LOUD 

AND CLEAR.

FOR EXAMPLE



M
OD

ER
NA

PR
OFiT

GO

VERNMENT

PH
ARMA

CARETODAY, THE PROFiT-MAKiNG MACHiNE 
iS RUNNiNG AT FULL-SPEED!

wE had
tO gIvE thEm
SOmEthIng

At times of crisis, public emergency funding is primarily 
allocated to corporate elites while public services remain

underfunded in violation of human rights!

Billionaire deals are made, left and 
right - with no transparency.
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    A
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AND TREATMENTS... 

...REFUSiNG TO VOLUNTARiLY SHARE THEiR KNOW-HOW
  AND technology THAT COULD EXPEDiTE VACCiNE 

MANUFACTURiNG.

nOpE,
NOthIng.

anYthIng?

THE GRiM TRUTH iS THAT iF GOVERNMENTS
CONTiNUE TO PRiORiTiZE PROFiT OVER PEOPLE, 

MANY AT-RiSK COMMUNiTiES MAY NEVER BE 
VACCiNATED 



OUR GOVERNMENTS
ARE OBLiGATED TO ENSURE

THE RiGHT TO HEALTH...
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...FOR ALL iTS CiTiZENS
   WiTHOUT DiSCRiMiNATiON...

BUT BECAUSE
OF CORPORATE 

CAPTURE…

...THEY HAVE ALLOWED CORPORATiONS TO BECOME POWERFUL
 ACTORS MAKiNG DECiSiONS ABOUT OUR HEALTH.

MEANWHiLE, THE iNEQUALiTY iN HEALTHCARE KEEPS WiDENiNG AND 
SEGREGATiNG CiTiZENS iNTO THOSE WHO CAN AFFORD HEALTH AND 

THOSE WHO CANNOT.

INSURANCE COMPANIES



BUT GLOBALLY, GROWiNG 
VOiCES ARE DEMANDiNG THAT WE ARE 
RiGHTS-HOLDERS, NOT CUSTOMERS...

STOP
CORPORATE
CAPTURE! RIGHT TO

HEALTH

OUR
 HEALTH-

CARE
IS NOT
4 SALE!

HEALTH
OVER
PROFIT

HEALTH
CARE

NOT FOR
SALE RIGHT TO

HEALTH

Stay tuned FOR
our next episodes

on corporate
capture and visit
escr-net.org to 

learn more.

Thank you to ESCR-Net 

members challenging capture 

around the world, whose 

collective analysis and

actions inform this comic.

  
 

AROUND THE WORLD, THOSE MOST AFFECTED BY STRUCTURAL ECONOMiC, RACiAL, 
AND GENDER iNEQUALiTiES, ARE EVEN MORE VULNERABLE TO THE DEVASTATiNG HEALTH 

EFFECTS OF FRAGiLE HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS, ESPECiALLY DURiNG A PANDEMiC.

...AND ARE ORGANiZiNG TO BUiLD THE FOUNDATiON FOR
A SOCiETY iN WHiCH THE WELL BEiNG OF THE 99%...  ...iS AT THE CENTER OF PUBLiC POLiCiES 

   AND OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM.

http://escr-net.org
https://www.instagram.com/zagowork/
https://www.escr-net.org

