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[Name of your organization(s)] today call on the national Government to support efforts to protect human rights from corporate abuse by supporting efforts at the UN to begin developing a new international treaty on business and human rights. 

In October this year, countries from around the world will come together in Geneva for a meeting of the UN Intergovernmental Working Group (IGWG) responsible for developing a new international treaty to protect human rights against corporate abuses. This new IGWG was created by a Resolution of the UN Human Rights Council in June 2014. 

[Insert a quote here from a senior respected person from your country/your organisation about why a treaty would be helpful for your country - Maybe make the quote refer to some well-known cases of corporate abuse human rights in your country and therefore further protection is needed]. 

Support for this international initiative by the national Government would show strong leadership and appropriate concern for the population, making sure our country attracts the most responsible investors, promotes sustainable development while ensuring their activities respect the rights of our people. 

[If you feel it is appropriate, relevant and safe to do so, add some brief details of a well-known case study of foreign corporate human rights abuse occurring in your country, to illustrate the point further why your Government should support the development of a treaty on business & human rights.  If you do, carefully choose a case study that will ensure the Government feels more like there is a need for the treaty, rather than make them feel defensive about the situation being discussed].

You can add in other quotes from other supporters in your country with sentiments such as, for example:  “We need investment and development in our country, but not at the expense of the well-being and human rights of our citizens” said XX.  

Or, as another example, “Like all respectful citizens of society, corporations have responsibilities to make sure they do not violate the human rights of people in society, and when they do they must be held accountable either in this country or abroad”. 

These calls for a new treaty echo advocacy activities happening around the world by actions like those lead by the Treaty Initiative, itself associated with the global Treaty Alliance. These initiatives are a coordinated way for civil society to support the development of the treaty in order to prevent corporate human rights abuses, and strengthen the system of international human rights law. A treaty would support countries monitor and regulate corporations under their control, provide access to justice and accountability for those impacted by corporate human rights abuses, as well as develop an international mechanism that can, when needed, support national systems to hold corporations accountable.

Include here some reference to the work of the organization(s) writing this statement related to what they have done related to corporate human rights related issues. Maybe include a web link to some online resources. 
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