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Embassy of Canada, Mexico City
RE: Respect for the Rights of the Ejido La Sierrita and Workers of the Platosa
Mine
The International Network for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR-Net)
is the largest global network of organizations and activists devoted to achieving
economic, social and environmental justice through human rights. Our membership is
comprised of over 230 organizations and individuals from 67 countries.
We want to express our grave concern regarding the reported refusal of Excellon
Mexico to participate in negotiations with the La Sierrita Ejido, alleged lack of
compliance by Excellon with several previous agreements made with La Sierrita in 2008,
and reported intimidation of people calling for dialogue. ESCR-Net has closely followed
this case in recent years and has witnessed efforts by the Ejido La Sierrita and ProDESC
to pursue peaceful means to attain a fair and equitable resolution to concerns regarding
Excellon’s operations.

According to reports received, Excellon has repeatedly declined to participate in
negotiations convened by the Government regarding concerns expressed about the
company’s operations. We have been notified that Excellon is not complying with several
clauses in the contract, including the construction of a water treatment plant and
concessions for transportation of minerals and food services in the mine, and that
exploration activities have occurred on Ejido land not covered in the temporary
occupancy agreement, without prior consent. We are also concerned about reports that
the representatives of Excellon have threatened to press legal charges against members of
the Ejido and the Local 309 if they do not end their peaceful blockade to protest the
continued operation of the mine until negotiations resume.
ESCR-Net wishes to remind you that the members of the Ejido and the local labor
union have the right to assemble peacefully, free from repression or criminalization for
their activities in defense of human rights. We recall that Excellon has an obligation to
respect the human rights of communities affected by their operations, including the right
to participation, information and other rights that facilitate their meaningful input into
decisions that have impact on their lands and livelihoods. We further underscore the
existence of domestic and international human rights standards, including the
Constitution of Mexico, the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which protect the rights of people to peacefully
assemble, and the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,
which encourage companies to engage in good faith efforts to promote dialogue and the
peaceful resolution of disputes with affected communities .
We urge Excellon to respect the rights of the members of the La Sierrita Ejido to
peacefully assemble and express their concerns. We call upon your company to enter in
good faith into dialogue with the representatives of the Ejido and their partners, and do all
in your power to ensure that the process is transparent, credible and inclusive, and
promotes a peaceful, just and sustainable outcome to the present situation.
Finally, we request that you keep us informed of the measures taken to these ends.
Sincerely,

Chris Grove
Director

