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To:
Mr. Ivan Duque Marquez, President of the Republic of Colombia

cC:
Ms. Marta Lucia Ramirez, Vicepresident of the Republic of Colombia

Mr. Daniel Palacios Martinez, Minister of the Interior
Mr. Wilson Ruiz Orejuela, Minister of Justice and Law

Mr. Diego Andrés Molano Aponte, Minister of National Defense

Mr. Francisco Roberto Barbosa Delgado, Attorney General of the Nation
Ms. Margarita Cabello Blanco, Attorney General

Mr. Alfonso Campo Martinez, Director of the National Protection Unit
Mr. José Ricardo Orozco Valero, Governor of Tolima

Ms. Gavi Andrea Gémez Angarita, Ombudsman, Tolima

Mr. Andrés Fabian Hurtado Barrera, Mayor of Ibagué

Ms. Juliette de Rivero, Representative in Colombia of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Ms. Mary Lawlor, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders

Mr. David Boyd, United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the
Environment

Re: New threats attributed to the Aguilas Negras group targeting human
rights defenders and political leaders in Tolima

August 11th, 2021
Your excellency,

As the ESCR-Net - International Network for Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, we are writing to express our deep concern about threats attributed to
paramilitary group Aguilas Negras sent via Whatsapp on July 20, 2021 to
human rights defenders and political leaders including ESCR-Net members,
among others, in Tolima.
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ESCR-Net is the largest global network of organizations, movements and activists working to achieve economic,
social, cultural and environmental justice through human rights. The Network connects more than 280 member
organizations and activists from 75 countries.

The threats were declared in a pamphlet (attached) featuring a symbol of an eagle carrying two assault rifles
above the words “AGUILAS NEGRAS BLOCO CENTRO-SUR”. [sic] The pamphlet calls the human
rights defenders and political leaders, several identified by name, as “military targets to annihilate” and
concludes with a call to action: “YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED!!! BE ADVISED AND COMPLY!!I”

[sic]
The threatened activists are:

“The exalcalducho (derogatory term for “mayor””) Guillermo Alfonso Jaramillo, deputy Renso
Garcia, Jaime Tocora Disque environmentalists, the Indian Herminso Vega de Crid, the so-
called human rights defenders Luis Duarte, Marilus Biscue, Flor Munera, Isabel Pardo, Carlos
Gualteros, Eduin Enao, among others, the unions, the front line, all the leaders of social and
indigenous organizations, those of the human rights network-commissions, everything that
smells of the left and wants to destabilize the country, leaders and political parties that support
the communist “petro”, supporting leftist candidates for Congress and the Presidency who want
to change the rules of this country.” [sic]

These threats arise within current and historical contexts of human rights violations by paramilitary groups
in Colombia, including in Tolima, with allegations incriminating the armed forces and other authorities in
Colombia. The United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions cited the Aguilas
Negras in the part of his 2010 report on Colombia, describing “new illegal armed groups,” noting that their
“affiliated groups may operate in up to 24 departments.” In fact, this is already the second letter we have
written to your Excellency denouncing threats attributed to the Aguilas Negras that are directed at human
rights defenders in Tolima, including ESCR-Net members. These threats also arise in the context of recent
demonstrations in Colombia that have been violently repressed by the authorities. In a public statement on
May 2021, ESCR-Net condemned the violence against demonstrators in Colombia and urged the State to
respect human rights, citing reports of repression by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, as well as several member organizations of the network. According to OHCHR’s report,
“Iflrom April 28 to June 16, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) registered allegations of 56 deaths, 54 civilians and two police officers, in the context of the
protests.”

The State’s lack of respect for the human rights of protesters has given confidence to extreme right-wing
groups in Colombia, such as the Aguilas Negras (Black Eagles). Their pamphlet, in apparent reference to
the current context, accuses those threatened of being “arsonists” and of promoting “disorder” and
“rebellion”. As the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights explained regarding the legitimate
motivation of the demonstrations, “[t]he Commission found a broad consensus among representatives of
the State and civil society regarding the causes of the unrest underlying the protests, including deep
inequality in the distribution of wealth, poverty and extreme poverty, and lack of access to economic, social
and cultural rights, particularly the rights to education, work and health. Also of concern are the high levels
of violence and impunity, as well as ethnic-racial and gender discrimination.”

It is also important that these threats be understood as part of an illegal effort to silence and impede the
legitimate defense of human rights by human rights defenders. According to a statement signed by, among
others, Comité Ambiental en Defensa de la Vida, an ESCR-Net member, whose representatives are among
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those threatened:

The expansion of risk has represented throughout the territory of Tolima an affront against
political participation, the right to opposition, freedom of expression, social protest and peaceful
assembly, as well as the mechanisms of participation that have managed to raise the voice of the
people such as the Popular Consultations, which have managed to confront and question the
extractivist model that represents development for the elite.”

In its most recent report, the OHCHR:

received information about the killings of 49 human rights defenders (5 documented and 44 under
verification): 43 men and 6 women, of whom 4 were Afro-Colombians and 10 were indigenous
leaders. A total of 71 killings have been reported in 2021 (7 documented and 64 under verification):
63 men and 8 women, of whom 24 were ethnic leaders and 1 was a leader in the leshian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and intersex community.

Also, the OHCHR warned in the same report that:

“Threats and attacks against members of political parties and elected public officials were
reported in Antioquia, Bogota, Caqueta, Chocd, Sucre and Valle del Cauca Departments.
Affected parties include Alianza Verde, Centro Democratico, Colombia Humana,
Comunes, Polo Democratico, Partido Conservador and Movimiento Alternativo Indigena
y Social (MAIS).”

We remind Your Excellency that the Colombian State is a party to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), among other relevant international standards. Colombia is obliged to guarantee,
among other rights, the rights to life and personal integrity; these include the general obligation to
investigate any violations committed by State and non-State actors, and to provide protection through legal
and/or other measures, to any person whose rights to life and personal integrity are at risk. The ICCPR also
recognizes the right to peaceful assembly, the right to associate freely with others and the right to participate
in the conduct of public affairs, rights that the Colombian State must guarantee to environmental and human
rights defenders. Colombia is also a party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, which recognizes the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living, including the right to a
healthy environment and to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health,
the right to water and the right to food, among others. In the report on its recent visit to Colombia, the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights recommended that the State “[s]trengthen the guarantee and
protection of [economic, social, cultural and environmental rights] ESCERSs, particularly the rights to
health, food, education, work and social security, with a focus on equality and non-discrimination, citizen
participation and accountability that fosters social inclusion and the creation of opportunities.” The UN
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders determines, among other standards, “the protection by the
competent authority of everyone, either individually or in association with others, against any violence,
threats, retaliation, adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or
her legitimate exercise of rights referred to in the Declaration.”

Given the seriousness of these threats and the urgency of guaranteeing the human rights of those impacted,
we request that the State of Colombia take the following measures:

1. Necessary and appropriate measures — if agreed with the persons being targeted — to effectively
guarantee their life, personal integrity and conditions to continue their work;
2. A prompt, independent, complete and effective investigation of the facts denounced and
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measures to hold the perpetrators accountable;

3. Necessary and appropriate measures to dismantle the paramilitary groups in Tolima and
the country;

4. The full guarantee of human rights of the demonstrators, the de-escalation of violence, and
reparations for the violations that occurred, along with other requests included in our May 2021
statement;

5. The ratification of the Escazii Agreement;

6. An effective dialogue in response to the social demands of the demonstrations and full
compliance with Colombia’s obligations in terms of economic, social, cultural, environmental,
civil and political rights; and

7. Detailed information about the investigations and other official actions taken as a result of
the alleged facts attributed to the Aguilas Negras in our first letter, sent in 2019.

Respectfully yours,

A

Chris Grove
Executive Director
ESCR-Net — International Network for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
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