
 

 

 

 

May 4
th

, 2010  

 

Lic. Felipe de Jesús Calderón Hinojosa. 

Presidente Constitucional de la República Mexicana 

 

Lic. Fernando Gómez-Mont Urueta. 

Secretario General de Gobernación 

 

Licenciado Arturo Chávez Chávez, 

Procurador General de la República 

 

Lic. Ulises Ruiz Ortiz 

Gobernador del Estado de Oaxaca 

 

Lic. Evencio Nicolás Martínez Ramírez 

Procurador General del Estado de Oaxaca 

 

Lic. Javier Rueda Vázquez 

Secretario de Seguridad Pública del Estado de Oaxaca 

  

RE: Attack against convoy of international human rights observers in Oaxaca, 

Mexico – two confirmed dead, numerous injured 

 

ESCR-Net is the largest global initiative of organizations and activists devoted to 

achieving economic, social and environmental justice through human rights. ESCR-Net 

core membership consists of 217 organizations and individuals from 66 countries. 

 

We write to express our deep concern and indignation with the attack which occurred on 

April 27th against a convoy of human rights observers in the state of Oaxaca, Mexico, in 

which two people were confirmed killed– Beatriz Alberta Cariño, head of ESCR-Net 

member CACTUS (Community Working Together Support Center), and Jiry Antero 

Jaakkola, a citizen of Finland accompanying the convoy. It has also been confirmed that 

at the moment at least 3 people remain missing, and that those injured from the attack 

have not been rescued. We strongly condemn the attack against this convoy of human 

rights activists and organizations, as well as the government of the State of Oaxaca for its 

failure to intervene in order to guarantee the security of the people and human rights 

defenders traveling as part of the human rights observation convoy. We urge Mexican 

authorities to take all necessary measures to conduct an independent, exhaustive and 

impartial investigation into this crime immediately, with the objective of identifying 

those materially and intellectually responsible within the framework of an independent 

and impartial criminal trial. Furthermore, we urge authorities to fulfill their fundamental  
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obligation to protect citizens against any threat to human rights and, particularly, to the right to 

life and security by providing immediate and effective protection for the victims of the attack, as 

well as those who witnessed it. 

 

According to reliable sources, at approximately 16:00 hours on April 27, 2010 a heavily armed 

group ambushed a convoy of 25 human rights observers travelling in four vehicles in an area 

close to San Juan Cópala known as “La Sabana.” The mission included members of the 

following human rights and civil society organizations: the Collective CACTUS, VOCAL 

(Oaxacan Voices Building Autonomy and Liberty), APPO (Popular Assembly of the Villages of 

Oaxaca); Network of Indigenous Radio and Communication of Southeast Mexico; and teachers 

from Section 22 of the National Union of Education Workers from San Juan Cópala. The convoy 

also included members of the press, and human rights defenders from various European 

countries including Finland, Italy, Germany, and Belgium. The convoy was en route to the 

autonomous municipality of San Juan Cópala to provide support to the local community, which 

has been without access to electricity, water, medical care, or basic necessities as the result of a 

continuing blockade imposed by an armed group. The convoy was also accompanying teachers 

who were going back from San Juan Cópala to the municipality to continue teaching. A further 

objective of the convoy was to document human rights abuses suffered by the indigenous Triquis 

communities of the area. For these reasons we believe that the attack on the convoy was directly 

related to the group’s legitimate involvement in the defense of human rights in the region of San 

Juan Cópala. 

 

This episode is in itself disturbing. However, it is by no means an isolated case. Many human 

rights defenders in Mexico are continuously intimidated and attacked in numerous for their 

legitimate attempts to document human right's abuses. Just last November 27, 2009, we learned 

of the assassination of Mr. Mariano Abarca Roblero, a leader of the organization Frente Cívico 

de Chicomuselo, Mexico, and member of Red Mexicana de Afectados por la Minería (REMA), 

as a result ESCR-Net took up action with the Mexican authorities. 

 

Therefore, based on the facts above, we urge all competent federal, state and municipal 

authorities in Mexico to: 

 Provide immediate effective protection to the victim’s family, those who witnessed the 

attack, and the communities involved, according to their wishes; 

 Make public immediately all information regarding the incident and events of April 27
th

; 

 Assure that injured persons still located in the area of the incident are able to leave, and 

that they are attended to without delay; 

 Carry out an independent, immediate, exhaustive and impartial investigation into the 

above-described facts, with the objective of identifying those responsible, trying them in 

a competent, independent, just and impartial court, and applying the appropriate penal 

and/or administrative sanctions as set out in the law as well as appropriate reparations; 

 Take all immediate steps necessary to end the aggression, harassment, and violence 

suffered by human rights defenders in Mexico, and in particular the Triqui indigenous 

community and its human rights colleagues; 

 Apply the articles set out in the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted by the 

UN General Assembly on December 9
th

, 1998, especially in relation to the protection of 



the right of each person “individually or in association with others, to promote and to 

strive for the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the 

national and international levels” (Art. 1), and in relation to the obligation of the state to 

guarantee “the protection…of everyone, individually and in association with others, 

against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, 

pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise 

of the rights referred to in the present Declaration” (Art. 12.2); 

 Guarantee the respect for human rights and fundamental liberties throughout the country, 

in accordance with the international human rights norms signed and ratified by Mexico. 

 

ESCR-Net, on behalf of its 217 members from 66 countries, would like to express its solidarity 

with the families of Ms. Beatriz Alberta Cariño and Jiry Antero Jaakkola's, their loved ones and 

fellow activists, as well as with the victims of this attack and the Triqui community in these. For 

their sake, we urge the authorities to take all necessary measures to fulfill the Mexican 

government’s fundamental obligation to protect citizens against such egregious human rights 

abuses. Finally, we ask to be kept us informed about any measures taken.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Members of the International Network of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

 

On behalf of ESCR-Net: 

 

 

 

 

 

Julieta Rossi 

 

 

*** 

CC:  

 

Ms. Margaret Sekaggya  
UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 
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